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President’s Message
By Barbara DeGraw
What’s in a name? Having recently represented our
Chapter at the National Board meeting of Safari Club
International in Jackson Hole, we came away
understanding our organization’s strengths, both
nationally and internationally, and the critical work all
departments undertake on our behalf.

Our San Diego Chapter SCI has its own important
role in providing a welcoming and supportive group
for local hunters, sportsmen and science-based
conservationists to gather and exchange ideas and
relate our successes and the location of our most
recent adventures in the field.
A large part of what we do is to host a marvelous
yearly Auction to generate the funds necessary to
support special projects, youth events, and other
worthwhile activities, being ever mindful that we
are “First for Hunters.”

SCI brings us a strong lobbying voice through SCIPAC and through our SCI Litigation Office our
interests are being represented on many fronts. At any
one time that office may be fighting for the rights of
hunters in some twenty states. Our national leaders
make sure we are represented at key policy meetings
around the country, at the White House, and even at
United Nations gatherings, as our rights are being
challenged both nationally and around the world. We
may not like the connotations of a global force,
however we need to be at the table and ever vigilant.
The San Diego Chapter, by itself, would be unable to
have the powerful influence that is brought together by
our strong parent organization.

Please visit SCI’s website at www.safariclub.org
to read about international projects being
conducted in several countries and review the
accompanying video narrated by our own Mike
Rogers, Jr. Check out the lobbying work being
done by SCI-PAC. For Education and
Humanitarian Services that our members are
accomplishing around the world, go to
www.safariclubfoundation.org.

SCI Convention
Registration Package
Special Drawing
On December 4!

WANTED
The Trophy Times welcomes stories and reports
of your outdoor tales of adventure in the areas
of hunting, fishing, shooting, conservation and
related subjects. Share these articles and stories
with other members of the San Diego Chapter
and have the satisfaction of seeing your article
in print.

This package includes two
Classic Registrations
to attend all four days
of the 2011 39th OR the 2012 40th
Annual SCI Hunters’ Convention.
One ticket for $40 or three tickets for $100
with the winner of this terrific offer
to be drawn at our Holiday Event
on December 4 at the Hill’s home.

Please e-mail your stories and photographs to the
Trophy Times Editor at sandiegosci@aol.com
or snail mail to San Diego Chapter SCI; PO Box
600155; San Diego, CA 92160.

(See page 15 of this issue)

If you are unable to attend on December 4,
you may order Drawing Tickets
from Susan Bowers;
1261 Alta Vista Drive; Vista, CA 92064.
Checks made out to SDSCI must be
in Susan’s hands by December 1, 2010.

3

Polar Bear 2004 - 2007
By Mark Buchanan
In April 2004 I traveled to Arctic Bay in Nunavut,
Canada’s newest province in search of polar bear. In
2001 I made the decision to hunt polar bear, and after
carefully interviewing the various outfitters at the
SCI show I settled on Fred Webb. Fred is well known
in the hunting community, and anyone who has met
him knows of his flavorful use of his tongue. Fred
does not hold back on anything. He is a no BS kind
of guy, and a good one at that.

Our hunting area was over 100 miles from Arctic
Bay, which required two full days of travel by sled
just to get to the hunting area. The travel sleds are
large, over 20’ long and pulled by snow mobiles to
the hunting area. There is a dog-house-like structure
on the sled, and this was my traveling home. I quickly
learned that skidding across the ice was not going to
be as tranquil as I thought. To begin with the
temperature averaged around -20 to -30F without
wind chill. Secondly these sleds don’t have shocks,
and the sea ice is not flat, like one would imagine. For
hours upon hours of nothing but severe pounding,
your body is thrown about the little dog’s house as the
Inuit’s navigate their way through, over and around
the broken ice and ridges.

Embarking on a journey to the Arctic Circle is not an
easy one. Very few people I know have ventured
North on a polar bear hunt so it was hard to get any
information. The limited amount of “intel” I could
gather was repetitious. “It was cold, and I am never
going back!” Really comforting words of
encouragement. Unfortunately everything I read had
the same message: cold and uncomfortable.

The only reason that I survived the continual
pounding was the worry and constant battle to keep
from freezing to death. I wore the suggested Northern
outfitters Arctic survival gear, and I did survive. But I
never went more than 10 seconds without thinking
how miserably cold I was. Granted I am a wimp,
living in San Diego, and working 12 hours a day in a
climate controlled environment. It’s difficult to
describe the brutal cold and living thirteen days on 8
feet of sea ice.

The journey to the Arctic is a journey in itself. San
Diego to Minneapolis to Ottawa. Spend the night in
Ottawa, fly to Iqualit the next day and overnight in
Iqualit. Next day fly to Resolute for a one-hour stop
then to Arctic Bay. Once in Arctic Bay you overnight
and prepare for the next day’s adventure.
Arctic Bay is the 3rd most northern town in the
Arctic, population 600, no bars, no restaurants, no
hotels, and jet service twice a week, fun…

Despite the absolute shock to my system, I was
excited to see and possibly shoot a polar bear. I was
hunting with my custom Granite Mountain Arms .505
Gibb’s built by Ryan Breeding. My Guide was Ikey, a
very likable young man. He was
also eager, as this was his first hunt
as a guide (lucky me). We also had
his uncle David as our dog handler
and Jessie a young kid who hauled
our extra supplies. We also had ten
dogs, I am not sure exactly what
breed they were, but trained
Iditarod huskies they were not.
Thirteen days on the ice and I was
never brave enough to pet one of
them. A sled dog life is hard, as
they live 24/7 chained to the ice.
Feeding time was the highlight of
my day, unfortunately for the dogs
it was not a daily event.

After months of carefully organizing and
reorganizing my gear I was ready for the journey.

Our two tents were erected with the
large heavy sleds between them to
hold the tents down as the wind
generally picked up at night. About
4

the fourth day into the hunt a fast
moving storm greeted us head on.
The Inuit’s, as they are referred to
rather than Eskimos, are generally
calm and not very talkative.
However I sensed this storm had
them concerned. We all quickly
erected our camp right where we
were. We then cut blocks of ice
and erected semicircular walls
behind our tents to help deflect the
winds. Luckily we did because we
became stranded in our tents for
three days. My team was in
continual contact with Arctic Bay
via short wave radios.
After three days and three nights we got word the
storm was breaking up, and we broke camp and
resumed our hunt. Not more than four hours later the
storm was back in full vengeance stranding us in our
tents for another 48 hours. It really does not snow, as
the Arctic is a desert. It’s generally windy and the
wind blows the same old snow back and forth
forming drifts just like sand dunes in the desert.
During one of the lulls in the storm we went outside
to stretch our legs and the team proceeded to build a
one man igloo. I had fun learning, and then I crawled
in to see what it would be like to live inside…I
preferred the tent. Upon exiting the small crawl igloo,
David told me if the tents blew over I should go into
the igloo. I never knew if he was joking or serious.

for his next hunt. Secondly, we were already low on
rations and were concerned about running out of fuel.
I was discouraged. The cold, and the mental strain
were grinding me down. Finally on day thirteen,
David spotted a bear from a large formation on the
ice. Excitement ran high, as everyone got ready. This
time we would be traveling on a hunting sled pulled
by the team of mongrels. We headed downwind of
the bear and picked up the bear’s tracks and the race
was on. The dogs pulled harder as they scented the
bear. Eventually, we caught up with it, and David
released the dogs. They charged and circled the bear,
kind of…They started yelling for me to shoot, but I
was determined to get the event on video. I handed
cameras to Ikey and Jimmy and told them to film
with 10 seconds of instructions. I then walked toward
the bayed bear. I wanted to get closer. I walked to
within 50 yards and the irritated bear charged the
dogs. This was close enough I thought, and fired. My
right hand covered in a thin mitt was burning from
the cold, and I struggled to chamber a second round,
which was unnecessary. The first hit the bear solidly
through the shoulder and killed it instantly.

After the storm broke we resumed our hunt. One day
midway through the hunt we ran right into a polar
bear. Everyone was yelling with excitement. I
quickly jumped out of my dog house and saw the
bear not more than 100 yards away. Unfortunately, it
was not a big bear, so I took some photos. It was
really exciting to finally see my first polar bear. Later
that day the guides searched for seal holes. We were
in desperate need of dog food. We set camp up and
David went off with his trusty .303. I really wanted to
go and watch, but it was too cold. The Inuit’s will
crouch motionless over a sea hole and wait hours for
a seal to pop up for a breath of air, instead catching
150 grains of lead.

We cautiously approached the bear, since my only
back up was a vintage .303. The bear was not the
monster I was hoping for but he was mine, and I was
thrilled. For the next hour my mind forgot about the
cold and I basked in glory, not for harvesting a polar
bear but the hunt itself. Upon arrival in Artic Bay, in
addition to a tip, I gave Icky all of my Northern
outfitters gear. I no longer needed it, because I was
never going back. I was done with Arctic travel. I

Finally on the eleventh day of a twelve day hunt, I
was becoming worried that I was not going to get my
bear. Icky agreed to stay out a few more days, but
had to get back after that to resupply and get ready

Continued on next page
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broke off and they were now adrift at sea. Luckily
Fred was able to arrange a rescue party. I was happy
to move to the next year. That sounded like more
adventure than I was looking for.

would one day hunt a musk ox, but I would do one of
the warm weather hunts. I was lucky to harvest a
bear, because there would not be a next time.
This was truly a once in a lifetime adventure.
Physically its an easy hunt; mentally, however, it’s
extremely challenging, and surviving the bitter cold
is strenuous. I would rate this as the most difficult
hunt I have endured. I look back, and the endless
marches up mountains in search of sheep, and the
treacherous romps through the jungle in southern
Cameroon hunting bongo are up there, but hunting
polar bear is the most difficult.

My only conflict was a musk ox hunt I had scheduled
with Fred and my friend Dave Songco. No problem
Fred said, you can hunt for bear 14 days then after
resupplying join Dave for a week of musk ox hunting.
Ouch, 21 days in the Arctic did not sound appealing.
Upon arrival in Kugluktuk, formerly known as
Coppermine, I was greeted by the legendary Fred and
Martin Webb, and learned he would be hunting with
George, the same guide who was stranded the year
before. Fred warned me it was a long and rough ride
to get to the base camp by dark. Even with Fred’s no
BS description of the trip, he severely underestimated
the journey. Outfitted in the latest and best extreme
weather gear, and wrapped like a cocoon in Caribou
and skins, I had plenty of time to hate no one but
myself. With all the places in the world to hunt, why
come here, I asked myself.

Three years later flying high over the Arctic, I was
typing the intro to my second Arctic adventure. Was
I nuts, had I forgotten the hardships? Apparently so,
because I was several hours from arriving in
Kugluktuk to embark on my second polar bear hunt.
Because of the political pressures to end polar bear
hunting, I decided I had better give it another go
because its future looked bad, which later proved to
be a good decision.

Awaiting Mark and George was Anthony with a
warm tent and hot tea, and the all too familiar hissing
sound of the 45 dollar Coleman stove — a stove that
proved to be an essential piece of survival gear on my
first trip. These little stoves can keep the temperature
above 40 degrees while the outside temperatures drop
below -20°.

I was supposed to go the previous year, but global
warming did have some effect in the Kugluktuk area
causing a lot of ice movement and dangerous
situations. Fred moved my hunt to the next year,
because the previous hunter and his party awoke one
morning and found the chunk of ice they were on

The next morning I did a little
target practicing with the guides
and shot blocks of frozen ice. I
was shooting my .416 Rigby, also
built on Granite Mountain Arms
action by Ryan Breeding. These
rifles are built with custom
designed scope mounting systems
by Joe Smithson, and I was
determined to shoot with open
sights if possible.
Most hunters come equipped with
a scoped rifle which is probably
the most sensible thing to do. But
then again most hunters traveling
to the Arctic are probably not the
most sensible to begin with, and
some like the increased challenge
of using a muzzle loader, a bow, or
in this case, open sights.
6

As luck would have it, the weather
pulled a repeat performance of my
first trip and stranded us in our
tents for three days before we
could head out onto the ice. This
time I was prepared and brought
two books. Boredom comes
quickly when stranded in a tent 24
hours a day. Eating and drinking
are not a good way to pass time, as
everything that goes in, must come
out. But sometimes the temptation
is too great. Throwing caution
aside, it did not take me long to
join in on the Arctic buffet
complete with Char, white fish and
raw caribou ribs.
After three long days the sky cleared and the hunters
were able to travel to the same spot where George
was set adrift the year before. He was taking GPS
readings every two hours. Better to be safe than have
a repeat of the year before.

found myself leaving the warmth and comforts and,
just like my previous two hunts, Mother Nature
decided to unleash all she could and forced us to
spend the first two days in the cramped confines of
the tent.

The next day the weather was great and we set out
looking for tracks. While stopping and glassing for
bears, George spotted a bear and the hunt was on.
Unfortunately as we closed in, it was obviously a
small bear. However, all was not lost. For any
sportsman, just the sight of a polar bear in its natural
habitat is worth the hardships.

Fortunately, musk ox is much more prevalent, and
easy to hunt. Once the storm let up, the hunt was on,
and it was not long before we found a herd of bulls.
This area outside of Coppermine is known for large
trophies, unfortunately there were no monsters in this
herd. The next day, the weather was still not ideal,
but we gave it a try, and if was not long before
another herd of bulls was spotted, and this time there
were a few good bulls.

Several days later a fresh track was found and the
chase was on. Five hours of grueling tracking
through, around, and over the broken choppy ice we
caught up with the bear and the dogs were released.

Armed with my .416 Rigby with open sights, I
selected the biggest bull from the herd and squeezed
off the trigger the best I could under the frigid
circumstances. Although not the most challenging
hunt, the experience is one that is very different from
any other North American hunt, and the trophy is a
very interesting animal.

Once again, I was successful in getting the guides to
trade their rifles for cameras. Armed with my .416
Rigby, I was able to get close enough to shoot the
bear with open sights. The 400 grain soft point
loaded by Superior Ammunition slammed through
the bear. The shot was a little high and spined him
and I moved in and shot again.

Hunting in the Arctic is a very unique experience.
The beauty on the ice and the Northern lights is
impossible to capture with cameras or video.
Surviving in the Arctic is the ultimate challenge. The
frigid cold is the ultimate extreme in hunting. I am
not sure if I would try it again or not. I might be
better off savoring the memories than enduring
another adventure.

Normally at the conclusion of a polar bear hunt the
hunter is focused on his return home and all the
comforts of modern civilization. Not for me; not on
this trip. After a two-day trip I arrived back in
Kugluktuk, and with two days to thaw at the
Coppermine Inn, I prepared for my next leg of the
journey in search of the prehistoric-looking musk ox.
Fully rested, showered and packed, I once again
7

27 Straight
By Bud Green
In the summer heat of mid August 2010, John Ehlers
and I traveled to Northeastern New Mexico near the
small towns of Des Moines and Folsom for our first
black bear hunt. We were using the outfitter and
guide services of Kirk Kennedy whom we had used
before to hunt antelope. Kirk is a cattleman and
rodeo roper by trade and avocation. Today the cattle
business is run by his father and brother. Kirk is a
full time guide and outfitter, and a pleasure to hunt
with. The closest town of any size is Raton, New
Mexico, about 45 miles west of the Kennedy Ranch.

covers some of the hill sides. There are grassy parks,
steep canyons, and the ever present table top mesas.
In the late afternoon and cool morning hours, high on
the mesa’s level green carpet, I would stare at mule
deer or elk grazing lazily on the last of summer’s
sweet grasses. Turkeys would strut about. The
silence echoed serenity.
Kirk greeted us when we arrived at his ranch. He said
to us, after a welcoming conversation, “The hunt
really doesn’t start until tomorrow, but let’s go now.”
That first afternoon John and I were welcomed to an
area known as Oak Canyon by a thunder and
lightning storm. The warm rain fell softly and a tricolored rainbow brightened the cloudy sky. As the
day ended we headed back to the Kennedy Ranch,
our billet for the next few days, never seeing a bear.
The game plan for the next day was to find water
holes where, with some measure of luck, the bears
would be found drinking or swimming or both.

The terrain in this area of New Mexico is rather
diverse. There are grass lands to the east and south
which seem to exceed the visible horizon only to be
interrupted with volcanic shaped mountains and
mesas collared by weathered brown rimrock. The
elevation in the area ranges from 6,500 to 8,400 feet.
The mountainous areas to the north and west, where
we would be hunting, are covered in gamble oaks,
locust and ponderosa pine trees. Dense undergrowth
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Our search continued at sun rise the following day.
About 40 paces down the trail from where we had
left my bandana the night before we found Mr. Black
bear. I was greatly relieved. He was jet black in
color, above average size with a white patch of fur on
his chest. Colby smiled at me and said, “Never a
doubt, I knew we’d find him.” I remember laughing
at Colby’s comment, because I had spent a worried
and sleepless night wondering if we would find
anything that next morning. But, all those feelings
faded as my first bear hunt finally came to a
successful end.

The following day John glassed a Volkswagen size
bear about a mile away. He had no shot with his
trusty .338. As for me, I shot too high and missed the
only bear I saw that day. After dinner that night and
after the other hunters shared their success stories I
was ceremoniously chastised by Kirk for missing my
opportunity. The ritual, all in good fun, required that
a portion of my shirt tail be cut from my shirt and
hung on a pole for all to see. I wore that same shirt
for the balance of the hunt. I’m thinking to myself,
“There are two days remaining in the hunt and I
better not miss again. Maybe next time Kirk will
want a pant leg. How would I explain the wardrobe
malfunctions to my wife?”

On the windy afternoon of the third day John (who
passed on two small bears in Oak Canyon the day
before) and his guide Mike and Mike’s son, Hayden,
and I headed to a new area. We traveled north
through Folsom to the Emery Gap. Then turned west
up a rocky truck trail, where John grew tired of
opening and closing the numerous cattle gates. But,
he carried on knowing these were the final hours of
his bear hunt. Our destination was Pretty Pond. As
the name suggests it was a beautiful body of water
surrounded on three sides by tightly bunched pine
trees. The northeast side of the pond opened onto
an expansive mountain park of perhaps 250 acres,
and it, too, was rimmed on its northern border by a
pine forest.

During the morning of the second day neither John
nor I saw any bears. That afternoon I returned to an
area known as the Dutch, east of Raton. Colby
Kennedy, Kirk’s son, was with me as we slowly and
quietly approached the edge of a table top mesa and
set foot on the volcanic rimrock. About 150 yards
below us was a small water hole. In the shade of the
gamble oaks and chokecherries near the water’s edge
was a black bear sniffing the warm evening breezes. I
could only see the bear’s head and left shoulder. The
rest of his body was obscured. Colby standing next to
me, and viewing the bear through his binoculars,
whispered, “He’s a good one; take him when you’re
ready.”

John and Mike positioned themselves inside the tree
line at the northeastern end of the pond where it
opens onto the park. They used the pine trees as a
natural ground blind. Hayden was off to their right. I
was above and behind them, seated on the pine straw
with my back resting against a big old ponderosa.
Four pairs of eyes focused on the pond and searched
the surrounding area. I looked at my watch; it was
4:27 in the afternoon. I lifted my head and looked out
onto Pretty Pond and the mountain park. I must have
dozed off because now my watch said 4:55. To my
surprise, silhouetted against the back drop of the park
was a bear the color of chocolate. It was about a half
a mile away and headed toward us. It walked
unhurried with a swagger that said, “I own this
place.” The bear would cast its head from side to side
as if it was admiring its realm. It was big and brown
with a cocky attitude. This had to be John’s bear –
the one he had been waiting for.

Again he whispered, “Take your time, and place the
shot on his left shoulder.” I took aim. Yesterday’s
missed shot flashed into my mind’s eye; self-doubt
washed over me; “don’t miss…you can do
this…breathe and squeeze the trigger.” The bear rose
to a standing position just as the firing pin of my 300
Win. Mag struck the primer. The report of gun fire
reverberated down the canyon walls. The impact of
the bullet knocked the bear onto its back. My eye was
still looking through the scope when, as if nothing
had touched it, the bear jumped to its four feet and
ran into the cover of the gamble oaks. I looked over
at Colby. He was looking at me with disbelief and
said, “What ...the…?” An hour later in the fading
twilight we were on our hands and knees following
the blood trail of my mortally wounded bear. The
blood trail had faded into the darkness of nightfall.
We hiked out of the canyon and headed back to the
ranch.

Continued on next page
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Out on the park the bear sauntered through a shallow
depression and was out of the view of John, Mike
and Hayden. I was higher in elevation, up the slope
from where they were and could see the approaching
bear. I attempted to notify Mike, “Psssst…psssst...Bear.”
But, Mike could not hear me. I tried again with quiet
intensity, “Mike…bear… Mike bear.” He turned in
the direction of my voice. I pointed my arm toward
the bear. Mike stood and brought his binoculars to
his eyes. One look and he got the message! He
tapped John on the shoulder and they repositioned
themselves waiting for the approaching quarry. I
remained at my vantage point back in the pine trees
and watched drama unfold.

By now John had seen his bear. His heart must have
been pounding in his chest as the bear paused briefly
on its journey to Pretty Pond. John was likely
thinking, as I was, that the bear was going to circle
into the darkened woods and disappear from sight.
But, it continued on its forward path walking right
into John’s crosshairs. Boom!
In the aftermath John was ecstatic, talking and
smiling and shaking hands all around. I believe in all
the excitement he may have even leaped off the
ground a few inches into the light mountain air on
those new knees of his.
On our return trip to San Diego, we relived the
experiences of our hunts, and John told me that his
reliable .338 rifle now has 27 straight, one shot kills.

John and his black bear – 27 Straight!
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Plan “B” Moose Hunt
By Ralph S. Hernandez
At the SCI 2008 Convention in Reno, I set up a
moose hunt in Kotzebue, Alaska with a guide who
was revered. I already had a hunt in Australia and
New Zealand set up in 2009, so the soonest I could
set up my moose hunt would be 2010. The draw for
this particular zone “Unit 23” has only 12 tags a year
for a world class moose. As a bow & arrow hunter, I
wanted to shoot an over 60” moose and that was my
goal. My guide called me in late March - I had drawn
one of the coveted moose tags.

That’s when it all went downhill. Mike, the owner
of Ram Aviation, a bush pilot in his own right,
asked me to come out back for a little conversation.
I immediately felt like a kid being asked to see the
school principal. He looked me straight in the eyes
and said, “Your guide’s not coming, so you might
as well go home.”
Not the kind of guy to give up, I started working on
Plan “B.” I was less than an hour away from the
area where you find world class moose. Was I going
home – Hell No! ! !

As my guide and I talked through the coming
months, my adventure would start with my flight on
September 9th. I was to meet him in Kotzebue on the
10th of September and hunt through the 21st.

After six days of thinking and talking with my new
found bush pilot friend, I was on my way to my
moose. In Alaska you can’t hunt the day you fly
into camp, so we set up tents and bedding.

There I was standing in the middle of the small
airport in Kotzebue with that “deer in the head lights
look,” while all the other passengers were leaving
through the front door. I finally stopped a young man
who was there picking up other hunters and asked
him if he knew my guide. Yes he did and invited me
to come along with him and he’d take me to the Bush
Pilot Port.

On my first official day of hunting and calling for
the first three hours, a nice moose come to me from
25 yards out. As he went one way and I followed - I
came to a full draw and at about 40 yards my arrow
had buried all the way to the knoc. As he walked
away - I called to him - he went down at 30 yards.
The moral of this story is - Always have a Plan “B.”
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Inyathi African Safaris Hunt
By David Bowers
At the San Diego Chapter SCI Auction 2010 in
February of this year, I bought the hunt donated by
Inyathi African Safaris. This was a hunt in the
Limpopo area of South Africa and was for two
hunters for 7 days. The donation included 2 blue
wildebeest, 2 impala, & 2 warthogs for the two
hunters. Chapter member Andy Goudeau had already
planned to hunt with Inyathi in August, so his friend
Bob Thayer and I decided to join him. All three of us
are bow hunters and as a result of buying this hunt,
we spent quite a bit of time fine-tuning our bows.
About the middle of July, Bob became quite ill and
had to cancel his hunt so Andy and I were on our
own.

We hunted several different properties and
thoroughly enjoyed each one. We both hunted
klipspringer on a mountain that offered the most
incredible view of the surrounding area. Andy was
successful and shot a very nice klipspringer, a true
highlight for him. He also hunted and shot a nice
bushbuck on the bank of the Limpopo River. He
could see crocodile in the river and on the bank, a
real treat for him. He also shot an impala, followed
that with a nyala and then the klipspringer.
I really enjoyed hunting right on the Limpopo
River, but unlike Andy, I spent my day playing
‘hide and seek’ with the bushbucks. I shot a blue
wildebeest the first day and then struggled with a lot
of wind for the next five days. During the windy
days, I decided to go for a ‘walk and stalk’ in the
bush. We came across a female black-backed jackal
and I shot her at 8 yards. After the wind died down,
we located a natural water hole on a dry river bed
where I could sit on the bank in a leafy suit. From
this spot, I shot another blue wildebeest at 12 yards
and about 20 minutes later, I shot a zebra stallion at
26 yards. After that, I spent a couple of days
sitting in a small bow blind over discarded
oranges and shot two baboons and a warthog.
On the last day, right at sundown, I shot a
bush pig, and since they are nocturnal, this
was a great bonus.

We arrived in Polokwane on August 4th and settled
into a camp not far from Alldays, South Africa. This
camp is built of natural stone atop a rocky hill with a
spectacular view. We spent five days in this camp,
and then moved to a tent camp for the remaining
seven days of the safari. Of the two camps, the tent
camp was my favorite. I am not sure a tent camp can
be called Five Star, but if it can be rated, this one
should be rated Five Star!

David Bowers with a black-backed jackal.

Andy Goudeau and his klipspringer.
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I thank Inyathi African Safaris for their
generous donation to the San Diego
Chapter’s Auction 2010.

Andy’s bushbuck.

David’s bush pig.

David’s Burchell’s zebra.

Andy’s nyala.
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American Wilderness Leadership School
By Karen Quirós
In April of 2010 I had a conversation with my Superintendent,
Dr. Lowell Billings, a San Diego Chapter member, about a
wilderness school in Wyoming. Little did I know that this
conversation would lead to me being awarded a full
sponsorship to attend a summer workshop for educators at
SCI’s American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS) at
Granite Creek Ranch, Jackson, Wyoming. This was an eyeopening and wonderful experience!
As soon as I got off the plane, the Grand Tetons greeted me
with their magnificent peaks. The scenery there was
breathtaking and continued to get even better the closer we got
to Granite Creek Ranch. I
spent the next eight days
with a group of about 30
other educators from all
across North America
taking classes in Wildlife
Ecology and
Conservation, Outdoor

Survival Skills, Stream
Ecology, Archery, Fly
Fishing/Casting
Techniques, Bugs & Fly
Tying, Firearm Safety,
Shooting Skills, Outdoor
Recreation Ethics, and
presenting lessons from
Project Wild and other curricula. They kept us very busy from
about 7:30 AM until 8 PM every day. We did go on some field
trips to Grand Teton National Park, the National Elk Refuge,
Trapper’s Point near Natural Gas Fields, local hot springs and
on a white water rafting adventure down the Snake River, too!
The images of the camp will be etched in my mind forever.
The staff was amazing, from the teachers to the cooking staff to
the cleaning crew! The staff included professionals from the
Bureau of Land Management, the National Park Service,
Wyoming Game and Fish Department, the National Forest
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. I had so many
“firsts” that it was unforgettable. I had never tied a fly, shot an
arrow or seen a prong horn, a moose, “chislers” or bison. I
really began to love archery after being introduced to it, and
now I am certified to teach archery in the schools!
I had also never seen or touched a gun, let alone shoot one! To
be honest, I always thought of them as weapons that criminals
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use. However the AWLS staff constantly stressed that
they are tools and really took me by the hand through the
whole day of shooting. With some yoga breathing and a
lot of coaching I shot a .22 rifle, a muzzle-loader and a
shotgun. After the experience at AWLS, my
misconceptions about guns have been clarified and I have
gained a great respect for the hunting community and the
sports-person’s role in wildlife conservation and
management.
I work on a National Wildlife Refuge leading field trips
about the coastal environment. It was a great experience
to be able to collaborate with teachers from across the
country and develop new ways of implementing
curriculum. I have already enhanced my current
programs, but I hope to develop a new program that
focuses on endangered species soon, using the knowledge
I gained in Wyoming.
To all of the members of the San Diego Chapter of SCI, I
send my sincere thanks for sponsoring me and allowing
me to participate in the American Wilderness Leadership
School program. It was an incredible educational
adventure/experience that I will remember for years to
come.

Celebrate the Holidays!
Christmas Party and Trophy Room Tour
Saturday, December 4, 2010 from 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Join us at the home of Kathy and Jim Hill to celebrate the year while enjoying Jim’s ever
expanding trophy room. This will be a great holiday celebration with delicious food and
refreshments provided.
Reservations are necessary: Call Lyons & O’Haver Taxidermy for reservations at
619-697-3217 or e-mail to sandiegosci@aol.com. Invite your friends. Remember that
non-members and prospective members are always welcome to attend our events.
• $25 per person for reservations made before November 22nd
• $30 per person for reservations after November 22nd, and at the door

SCI Convention Registration Package Special Drawing!
This package includes two Classic Registrations to attend all four days
of the 2011 39th OR the 2012 40th Annual SCI Hunters’ Convention.
One ticket for $40 or three tickets for $100 with the winner of this terrific offer
to be drawn at our Holiday Event on December 4 at the Hill’s home.
If you are unable to attend on December 4, you may order Drawing Tickets
from Susan Bowers, 1261 Alta Vista Drive, Vista, CA 92064.
Checks made out to SDSCI must be in Susan’s hands by December 1, 2010.
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Auction 2011 Report
San Diego Chapter • Safari Club International

By Dennis Kerr, Auction 2011 Chair
What’s on your “bucket list?” In 2003 I was a fledgling
member of the San Diego Chapter and my bucket list,
fueled by Capstick’s stories and Hemingway’s Green
Hills of Africa, was topped by a hunting trip to the Dark
Continent. At the Auction 2003 I was able to purchase a
very affordable hunt with Buffalo Range Safaris and my
dream was realized. Sylvia and I went to Africa, toured
Victoria Falls, most of Zimbabwe and Capetown as well.
The Professional Hunters, Rob and Barry Styles, were
superb hosts and our guide, Brent Leesmay, was a
fabulous hunter and companion. I had so much fun that I
went back to Africa the next two years; both of those
trips were purchased at bargain prices at the San Diego
Chapter’s Auctions.

Auction 2011

These are examples of the exciting bargains that are
available at our up-coming Auction to be held February
26, 2011, at the Rancho Bernardo Inn. Other examples
can be found in a recent issue of “Trophy Times” where
Ace Blackburn wrote about a trip he and his son
experienced. That trip was purchased at the Auction last
year. His report on North Texas Outfitters is worth the
read, and is another example of the quality adventures
available to those attending our Auctions. My story
about fishing with Ogoki Frontier is further example of
the wonderful donated adventures the San Diego Chapter
receives. Our Auction 2011 is an opportunity for
members and non-members alike to cross an adventure
off their “bucket list.” Be sure to attend, and bring a
friend or two. You won’t know what great opportunities
await you until you go.

Conserving & Preserving Through Education
America, as our membership feedback indicates this
is the strongest field of interest.
I am putting a group together to assist in the
solicitation of donations at Reno. If you are planning
on attending the Reno Convention and would be
willing to engage outfitters and provide them donation
forms please let me know. If you are not comfortable
seeking donations, but are willing to point out likely
prospects, that would be equally helpful. Once again,
call or send me an E-mail.
You might guess the amount of work that goes into
your Auctions. The Committee spends many hours
working to make the Auctions successful, and success
is important as they are our only major fundraiser that
allow us to support education, conservation and the
preservation of our outdoor heritage. We can use your
help. Please consider volunteering to assist one of our
chairs or with the setup on the day of the event. Please
give me a call or shoot me an E-mail if you can help.
If there is a particular area of interest, such as
Hunts/Trips or General Donations feel to contact that
Chairperson directly.

As I write this, your Auction Committee is beginning to
receive donations and you might be surprised to learn
that we do not accept all of the hunt/fish and trip
donations tendered to us. Hunts and Trips Chair, Pete
Traphagen, scrutinizes each offer making sure the
outfitter is reliable and that our collective experience
with that outfitter has been positive. We also look at the
donations to determine if they are, in fact, a quality
offering for the prospective purchaser, and try to weed
out those donations that contain unrealistic conditions.
This is where you folks, our general membership, can be
a huge help. If you have been on a great trip, be it a
hunting or fishing trip, or some other type of outdoor
adventure, please notify Pete or me by a quick E-mail so
that we can contact the outfitter with an eye to soliciting
a donation. We really need your input. We would be
especially interested in outdoor adventures in North

Let’s make Auction 2011 the best ever! You can do
that by attending with your family and friends. The
event will be great fun and provide you with an
opportunity to enjoy a fabulous evening, and maybe
even cross something off your “bucket list.”
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San Diego Chapter
Safari Club International
P.O. Box 600155
San Diego, CA 92160
www.sandiegosci.org

Dear Chapter Members and Friends:
The San Diego Chapter of Safari Club International presents our Auction 2011: Conserving & Preserving
Through Education. Come celebrate our commitment to promoting and protecting our hunting and outdoor
legacy. Don’t miss this outstanding event. It is one of the most popular fundraising events held on the West
Coast. It always proves to be a grand and memorable evening with irresistible auction items, good food and
great company. It also provides an opportunity to meet outfitters and merchants who cater to hunting and
the outdoor sports.
Proceeds from the Auction provide the chapter with funds to support conservation programs, educational
opportunities and other worthwhile activities that sustain sportsman’s rights. We provide our local
Wounded Warriors with days in the field, hunter safety courses through our Pride Program, and scholarships
for the American Wilderness Leadership Schools. We sponsor annual shooting events, support youth hunting
and outdoor opportunities as well as worthwhile conservation projects.
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE THIS EVENT SUCCESSFUL!
Here are some suggestions as to how you can help.
If you have taken an especially good hunting, fishing or outdoor trip you can contact the outfitter,
explain the benefits of donating (see next paragraph) and ask them if they would consider a donation.
If they are open to the idea send them a form and notify Peter Traphagen, the Hunts/Trips chair and
he will follow up with your outfitter.
If you know a friend, business or associate that would have a quality item that you would like to have
offered at the Auction please contact them and provide them with the appropriate form, either
Hunts/Trips or the General Donation form. Explain to them the benefits of donating; tax deductible,
exposure to sportsmen and women through our website, newsletter, Auction Program, and of course
at the event.
If you have an item or trip you would like to donate please complete the appropriate donation form
and send it to the Chairman indicated. Peter Traphagen for Hunts/Trips or Ingrid Poole for General
Donations. In the past we have had donations of trips to vacation homes, rafting trips, as well as
merchandise and other quality items such as optics and firearms. We will accept cash as well.
Donation forms are enclosed. Feel free to make copies for multiple donations and for others who would like
to support our commitment to preserving and protecting our legacy of hunting, conservation, education and
humanitarian projects. If you have any questions contact one of the committee members below. Thank you
in advance for helping make this a great event. See you on February 26, 2011, for the celebration of the
Auction 2011: Conserving & Preserving Through Education.

San Diego Chapter, SCI is a 501(c)(3) charitable non-profit organization. Therefore, contributions to the
organization could be tax deductible. Please see your tax professional regarding the tax benefits of your donation.
Auction 2011 Chairman
Exhibits Chairman
Hunt and Trip Chairman
General Donations

Dennis Kerr
Ace Blackburn
Peter Traphagen
Ingrid Poole

dckerrxpd@aol.com
ace@trangosys.com
trapengr@tmwireless.com
poolexl@att.net

San Diego Chapter, Safari Club International, AUCTION 2011
P.O. Box 600155
San Diego, CA 92160
www.sandiegosci.org
17

619-993-9030
858-722-1075
760-788-3230
619-222-5344

San Diego Chapter
Safari Club International
P.O. Box 600155
San Diego, CA 92160
www.sandiegosci.org

HUNT/TRIP FORM
Company/Outfitter __________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name ________________________________________ Phone _______________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State __________ Zip __________ Country ______________________
Fax ___________________________ E-mail ___________________________________________________
Description of Donation - Please be specific _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ Value of Donation __________________
Dates of Trip _______________________________ Expiration of Offer ________________________________
Number of Days ___________ Alternate Year(s) __________________ Clients per Guide _________________
Extra Client Cost _____________________________ Observer Cost _________________________________
Species to be Taken _________________________________________________________________________
Possible Upgrade? _________________________________________ Cost of Upgrade __________________
Types of Permit(s) Required __________________________________ Can You Assist? ___________________
Trophy Fees? ______________________________________________ Other Fees? _____________________
Trophy Field Dressing/Prep/Shipping Included? ___________________________________________________
Location of Trip ____________________________________________________________________________
Arrival & Departure Points ___________________________________________________________________
Transportation During Trip - Circle those that apply
Foot

Vehicle

Horse

Boat

Air

Other _____________________________________________

Transportation Not Included __________________________________________________________________
Accommodations Included ___________________________________________________________________
Accommodations Not Included _______________________________________________________________
Special Notes or Terms & Conditions __________________________________________________________
Donor’s Signature _________________________________ Date _____________________________________
SDSCI reserves the right to use this donation in whatever way deemed necessary to the chapter
PLEASE RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM AND PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS TO:
San Diego Chapter, Safari Club International
Peter Traphagen, Hunt/Trip Chairman
460 Creelman Lane, Ramona, CA 92065-3543
Phone: 760-788-3230
E-mail: trapengr@tmwireless.com
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San Diego Chapter
Safari Club International
P.O. Box 600155
San Diego, CA 92160
www.sandiegosci.org

DONATION FORM
Name/Company Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________ State _____________ Zip __________ Country ___________________________
Phone ______________________ Fax ______________________ E-mail __________________________________
Description of donation and how credit should read (please be as specific as possible)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Special instructions or information regarding donation _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Value of donation $ __________________________ Expiration of offer ____________________________________
Donor’s Signature _________________________________________________ Date ________________________

Note that the San Diego Chapter, SCI reserves the right to exhibit this donation and place it in the Auction program
in a manner deemed appropriate by the Auction Committee.
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Chapter Contact _____________________________________________ Phone ____________________________
Donation item Location __________________________________________________________________________
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

PLEASE RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM, PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS AND DONATION TO:
San Diego Chapter, Safari Club International
Attn: Ingrid Poole, Donations Chair
1028 Savoy Street, San Diego, CA 92107
Phone: 619-222-5344
Fax: 619-222-5897
E-mail: poolexl@att.net
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San Diego Chapter
Safari Club International
P.O. Box 600155
San Diego, CA 92160
www.sandiegosci.org

EXHIBIT BOOTH RESERVATION FORM
Name/Company _____________________________________________________________
Contact __________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________
City ____________________ State _______ Zip ________ Country _____________________
Phone ___________________ Fax _____________________ E-mail ___________________
Number of 10X10 booth spaces ____________________ Time required for setup______________________
Number of 8-foot tables________________________________ Number of chairs_____________________
Special needs ___________________________________________________________________________
Item donated to event ____________________________________________________________________
Discounted dinners are available to exhibitors, maximum of two, at $80 each.
Number of dinners ___________________

$ ________________________________________________
Please make check payable to San Diego, SCI

Exhibitors will receive final booth setup information in early January.
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:
San Diego Chapter, Safari Club International
Ace Blackburn, Exhibits Chairman
17005 Dos Amigos Way
Poway, California 92064
Phone: 858-722-1075
Fax: 858-956-2818
E-mail: ace@trangosys.com
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors

LYONS & O’HAVER, INC.
MASTER TAXIDERMIST
OVER 50 YEARS FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

8180 PARKWAY DR.
LA MESA, CA 91942

(619) 697-3217
(619) 463-1053 FAX
www.lyonsandohaver.com
lyonsandohaver@sbcglobal.net
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors
L. E. I. Medical Group
Howard A. Lesser, M.D.
Travel Vaccinations

9620 CHESAPEAKE DRIVE. SUITE 104, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123-1363
(858) 560-0764 • FAX (858) 560-5494
LEIMEDICALGROUP.COM

Ralph S. Hernandez
President

651 Vernon Way
El Cajon, CA 92020
Phone (619) 593-6771
Fax (619) 593-9069

San Diego (619) 221-8500
2838 Garrison St.
Los Angeles (Direct Line) (213) 625-1421

worktohunt1@yahoo.com
License #738218
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors

We are Adobe Animal Hospital,
a state-of-the-art veterinary facility located
in Ramona, California. Staffed with three
outstanding doctors and a staff of
professionals who take great pride in
the care and nurturing of your pets.
Adobe Animal Hospital provides advanced
diagnostics, therapy, surgical procedures
and hospitalization, when needed.
You will find us deeply committed to the
very best care possible for you and your
best friend. We welcome you to learn more
about our facility, procedures and staff at
www.adobeah.com.
Adobe Animal Hospital
218 Etcheverry Street
Ramona, CA 92065
760.789.7090
www.adobeah.com
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors
The Finest Travel Medical and Evacuation Insurance
from Safari Global Travel and HTH Worldwide
Evacuation is just the beginning...

Does your Evacuation Plan also:
• Cover RX, Accidental Death and Pre-existing conditions?
• Include field rescue?
• Provide you with terrorism benefits and security profiles?
• Help you access quality healthcare services?
• Protect you under an A- Rated U.S. insurance policy?
• Directly pay doctors and hospitals in 180 countries?
Introducing TravelGap Gold Annual Coverage from $159 per year. • Visit SafariGlobalTravel.com or Call 1.619.990.3068
HTH Worldwide proudly serves 650,000 global travelers each year.

“We Cater to Cowards”
Beautiful results,

visit!

Full range of cosmetic
and all other dental
services offered.
Please visit our Website
for more information.
www.jameslhillddsinc.com

50%

OFF
Zoom Teeth
Whitening

Effective NOW!
We are contracted with

DELTA DENTAL PREMIER!
CEREC is a revolutionary way to restore
damaged teeth in a single visit.
Eliminate Impressions, temporaries
and second visits.

James L. Hill D.D.S., Inc.

2005 Main Street • Ramona, CA 92065 • 760-789-2330
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors

Targeting Your Construction Needs
Dependability • Affordability • Service
Automotive

Office
Retail
Hospitality

Religious
Restaurants

www.zigmanshields.com
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GREEN HEAD CLUB
A shooting sportsman’s paradise just 45 minutes from downtown San
Diego! Situated on 308 acres, and surrounded by Cleveland National
Forest, Green Head Club boasts outstanding shooting facilities, a
6-acre fish stocked pond, waterfalls, old growth oaks, and an abundance
of wildlife. The Club was founded in 1979 by a local hunter and dog
trainer with a vision of a facility where like minded individuals could
gather to shoot clay targets, upland birds and water fowl, and enjoy
outdoor recreational activities such as camping, hiking, and picnicking.
Today, Green Head Club is a family-friendly facility consisting of:
~ Sporting Clays Course ~
~ 5-Stand Sporting Clays ~
~ Skeet Field ~
~ Trap Field ~
~ Rifle & Pistol Range ~
~ Dog Training ~
~ Duck, Pheasant, & Chucker Hunting ~
~ Clubhouse ~
Green Head memberships are extremely limited, consisting of only 50
“A” equity members and 20 “B” non-equity memberships. 2010-2011
dues are $2,630 for “A” members and $3,200 for “B” members.
If you are interested in a membership, please contact the Membership
Chairman & Club President, Patrick W. McCormick at (619) 241-2237 or
by email at Patrick.McCormick@Protravelinc.com
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BULLETIN BOARD
Are you looking for a hunting partner, information about a specific animal, hunting
locations, firearms questions or other sports-related subjects? Chapter members have the
opportunity to post non-commercial items on a newly created space in the newsletter.
Contact the Trophy Times editor, sandiegosci@aol.com for information.
• 375 Winchester post '64 with
Leupold scope in good condition.
Smooth and perfect for your upcoming
safari! Asking $1200 or best offer.
Please call Craig at (619)871-5246

Support those who support us!

• Bill Fusselman would like to trade a
Custom Safari Weatherby .460 for a
Custom Safari in .300 Weatherby Mag.
Call Bill at 858-292-5882

• Adobe Animal Hospital

• L.E.I. Medical Group

• Big Bore Productions, LLC

• John Latham - Master Guide

• WANTED: White Muzzleloaders
A collector is looking for muzzleloaders
built by Doc White or the White Rifle
Company. Call Chapter member
Jim Dodd at 858-220-3249 or e-mail
jimdodd@san.rr.com if you have a
gun to sell.

Safari Global Travel

Our advertisers help us publish this newsletter for you
by deferring some of the cost. Be sure to give them
your business when shopping and take a moment to say
“Thanks for your support”.

• Bob Dawson Insurance Services • Lyons & O’Haver Taxidermists
• Master Liens

• California Outdoor

• Miche Bag

Heritage Alliance

• Motoworld

• Dez Construction

• Project 2000 Shooting Range

• El Cajon Gun Exchange

• Tuffpak by Nalpak

• Featherstone Drywall

• Ervin S. Wheeler, M.D., F.C.A.S.

• Fisherman’s Landing

• Johnny Vivier Safaris

• Green Head Club

• Willow Creek Archery

Advertising space is now available. • James L. Hill D.D.S., Inc.
Business card size ad: $75 per year
Quarter page size ad: $135 per year
Half page size ad:
$250 per year

• Beard Hobbs - Attorney at Law

For further information, please contact
Newsletter Editor
e-mail: sandiegosci@aol.com

East County Chamber of Commerce
Member of the National Notary Association
Member of NAWIC
Notary Public

SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL
WORLD HEADQUARTERS
4800 WEST GATES PASS ROAD
TUCSON, AZ 85745
PHONE: 520-620-1220 FAX: 520-622-1205
WEBSITE: WWW.SAFARICLUB.ORG
Copyright ©2010 San Diego Chapter Safari Club International,
all rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced
or incorporated into any information retrieval system without
written permission of the publisher. For permission, contact the editor.

• Zigman - Shields

MASTER LIENS A Construction Document Preparation Service
LAURA HOBBS
President
2724 Navajo Road
El Cajon, CA 92020
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Telephone: 619-460-9020
Facsimile: 619-460-9025
www.masterliens.com
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MOVING?
Send your change of
address to the Chapter
P.O. Box above.

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(first)
(middle)
(last)
(spouse)
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(number and street or P.O. Box)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(city)
(state)
(zip)
(country)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home phone - give area code
Business phone - give area code
FAX phone - give area code
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Occupation
Company name
PLEASE LIST GUN, HUNTING AND CONSERVATION GROUPS YOU BELONG TO: _______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GIVE US A BRIEF PICTURE OF YOUR HUNTING EXPERIENCES, INCLUDING YEAR, SPECIES COLLECTED AND LOCATION OF HUNT:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WHAT MEMBERS OF SAN DIEGO CHAPTER, SCI ARE YOU ACQUAINTED WITH? ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
New Member Dues
One Time Initiation Fee

$80 Per Year ($55 National & $25 chapter)
$50
$130 Total

PLEASE MAIL TO: SAN DIEGO CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
P.O. BOX 600155
SAN DIEGO, CA 92160

Your Signature ________________________________________________
Date _________________________________________________________
E-Mail ________________________________________________________

