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An Evening With Mike Rogers, Jr.
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Wednesday, April 22, 2009
Tom Ham’s Lighthouse
2150 Harbor Island Drive
San Diego’s Harbor Island
5:30 PM No-Host Social Hour
6:30 PM Dinner
7:30 PM Program
$30 per person
Call Lyons & O’Haver Taxidermy
for reservations: 619-697-3217
Non-members are welcome
to attend our meetings
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The host of Expedition Safari, Mike Rogers, Jr,
will describe his career in filming the exciting
world of field sports. Mike has developed a
visual presentation for this evening to show some
of the challenges of filming outdoors with animals
that haven’t read the script. While earning his
degree at San Diego State University, one of
Mike’s professors counseled him to never work
with animals or children. Mike didn’t take the
instruction and has found that his filmed youth
hunts are very rewarding.
In 1987, Mike founded Safari Video Productions
and in 1995 he was contracted by SCI to develop
and produce the evening programs for their annual
Hunters Conventions. In 2003, Mike was asked to
chair the very important SCI Marketing and Public
Relations committee and in 2004 was chosen to
host the popular TV show, Expedition Safari.
Along the way, Mike has experienced some
fantastic hunting adventures and honed his skills
as a producer of field sports films.

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER

Calendar of Events

SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL

2009

April 22

An Evening with Mike Rogers, Jr
Tom Ham’s Lighthouse

May 3

Trophy Room Tour
Home of Bill McIlwee
and his wife, Pam Meers.

P.O. BOX 600155
SAN DIEGO, CA 92160
E-MAIL: sandiegosci@aol.com
WEBSITE: www.sandiegosci.org
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 2008-2009
PRESIDENT

May TBA

2nd Annual Rifle Shoot at Project 2000
in El Cajon

GERRY FAUST

June 17

Dinner Meeting TBA

July 15

Annual Dinner Meeting TBA

VICE PRESIDENT/SPECIAL PROJECTS
JOHN EHLERS

August

Annual Dove Tune-up
Green Head Club, Pine Valley

858-674-2400
858-485-1925

VICE PRESIDENT/AUCTION 09
BARBARA DEGRAW
760-765-0759
760-765-0759

For updates see www.sandiegosci.org

TREASURER
LYNN SMITH

BUS
FAX

BUS
FAX

619-462-2708

RES/FAX

760-726-3346
760-726-7749

RES
FAX

In This Issue...

SECRETARY
SUSAN BOWERS

President’s Message / Gerry Faust . . . . . . . . . . . 3

EDUCATION/ PRIDE
MIKE LANGE

760-743-4672

RES

LEGISLATIVE
BILL MC ILWEE

619-443-0677

RES

858-722-1075
858-956-2818

CELL
FAX

858-513-0622

RES

619-442-8833
619-442-8039

BUS
FAX

760-802-7543

CELL

PAST PRESIDENT/NOMINATING
INGRID POOLE
619-222-5344
619-222-5897

BUS
FAX

Death In Mumbwa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Hunt Where The Elk Are! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

MEETINGS
ACE BLACKBURN

Antelope Hunting Experience . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Opening Weekend ... “Forkies” . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

MEMBERSHIP
JERRY VELAZQUEZ

Welcome New Chapter Members . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

NEWSLETTER
JACK MITCHEL

Education — Thank You Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Auction 09: Joining The Legacy . . . . . . . . . . . 15

SPECIAL EVENTS
LEIF OLSEN

Auction 09: ... The Celebration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
May 3rd Trophy Room Tour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Our Fine Sponsors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 - 22

SABLES REP
MARGOT HUMPHREYS

Bulletin Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

619-518-3456

CELL

Membership Application Form. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
PAST PRESIDENTS

Advertising space
is now available.

Roger Ballard
Ron Wade
Ingrid Poole
Mike O’Haver
Bill Poole
Mike Rogers, Sr.
Dick Ellerton
Wilt Williams

Business card size ads are
only $75 per year.
For further information, please contact
Jack Mitchel
at (619) 442-8833 (B) or (619) 442-8039 (F),
or e-mail: jack@mitchelrealtors.com

2

Ken Lehtola
Jack Mitchel
Al Logan
Mike O’Haver
John Ehlers
Ron Wade
Charles Cook

Ron Provience
Chip Goodwin
John Belus
Mike Rogers, Jr.
John Jennings, III
Jim Dodd
Pete Traphagen
Ingrid Poole

President’s Message
By Dr. Gerry Faust, San Diego Chapter President
I want to personally thank all of you who attended
and/or helped out with Auction ’09. It was a fun event
that helped us raise funds for our many causes, brought
us together for some good times, gave many of our
members great deals and lucky draws on some terrific
hunts, trips, art, guns, jewelry, etc. Even in these
difficult financial times our members came through –
we had lots of guests which resulted in 22 new
members and 2 new Sables members, and added
valuable dollars to our coffers that we will put to good
use through the year.
Believe it or not, we’ve already started planning for
next year’s event. We have had a serious review of this
year’s event, identified what worked and where we
need to make changes, and have had our first planning
meeting for Auction 2010. If you have comments on
Auction ’09, suggestions for next year or would like to
help us plan for the next fundraiser, I’m interested in
hearing from you. Just email or call me. I am seriously
looking for 3-4 energetic, creative people who are ready
to bring their good ideas to our planning committee.

One final reminder…we are trying to make it easier,
and in some cases less expensive, to communicate
with you, but to do this we need your email and your
correct contact information. You can do this easily
by sending an email to sandiegosci@aol.com with
any contact information changes. You probably want
to email us about Auction ’09 feedback, about your
ideas for Auction 2010 or about how you can get
involved in our Wounded Warrior, Youth Hunting,
or Conservation Programs, anyway…so as the good
hunter you are, kill two or three birds with one stone
(email that is) and get us the information we need to
serve you better.

Our calendar of fun events continues in April and May.
The April 22 dinner program will be terrific. Mike
Rogers, Jr. will be taking us behind the scenes and
showing us some great video from SCI’s national TV
show, Expedition Safari, which he hosts. Join us at Tom
Ham’s Lighthouse on Harbor Island for a terrific dinner,
some camaraderie, hunt reports, a very interesting
drawing and a truly unique program.
Want a good follow up to the dinner meeting or just a
fun afternoon, then join us for the Trophy Room Tour
on May 3 at the El Cajon home of Bill Mc Ilwee and
Pam Meers. The particulars for this event can be found
on page 18 of this newsletter. These events have been
wonderful for the last few years and this one will be no
exception. For a relaxed afternoon, a chance to see a
great trophy room and share some good food and fun
stories, join us at the Mc Ilwee’s on May 3.

I look forward to seeing you at some of the
upcoming events. Talk to me…I’ve got a fun story
for you.
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Death in Mumbwa
By Mark Buchanan
John Jennings and I had a great hunt in Zambia, his
father and brother also hunted with us for the first part
of the trip. We hunted in three areas, the first area was
in Western Zambia next to Kafue national park, then
went to Kafue Flats for one day to hunt the Kafue
lechwe, finishing in the Bangwelu swamps. Highlights
of the trip were an early morning elephant walking into
camp, and of course the occasional elephant and
lioness charge every now and then. Lighting huge fires
daily (something you could not do in California). The
winds often changed causing lots of excitement
sometimes blocking our roads and one scary incident
the fire came close to burning down our camp. Once
again I had an unusual hippo encounter, this time a
sleepy wild hippo blocked the entrance to the
neighboring game lodge then decided to walk into the
bar and eat the furniture while we were having a beer
(all caught on tape!) The leeches were not as bad as I
imagined, they were smaller then the ones on TV.

Early in the hunt we got a nice leopard on bait and
built a blind. As luck would have it, the leopard read
the script and showed up on time. He was a big
leopard, but similar to the size I have shot in the past.
It was a tough decision, but it was early in the hunt, I
looked at Bruce and Clint and said I was going to
pass; they were more surprised than I was. Then, I
spent the next 15 minutes taking photos while Hannes
videotaped.
The next day another of our baits was hit by a nice
leopard, but we still had a few other baits to check so
we had to move quickly. The last bait we checked
was also hit, and the track was bigger than the
previous two so we built a blind. While we were
building the blind we got a text message from John
(PH’s all had Sat phones), he had a hit and was also
building a blind. I called John back and left a
message for him to call his dad and offered to have
him sit in my blind from the previous night. Both my
PH’s thought I was nuts for giving up the first cat, but
I thought it would be make a great story on video if
John and I, or John and his dad, shot a leopard on the
same night.

The Mumbwa concession is loaded with cats; we all
saw lions during the day and Doug and Brian saw six
different leopards during daylight. In all my safaris, I
have only once caught a glimpse of a leopard jumping
out of the tree when we were checking the baits. They
were very lucky to see six during the day.

Once again, Mr. Tom read his script and arrived on
time. What a sight, he was a larger leopard than I
have shot before, the blind
was only 28 yards from the
bait and I had three video
cameras rolling, one of
which was behind the bait
and taped the leopard from
reverse view with the bait
and blind in the frame. The
setup was too good to pass
on, so I decided to take the
shot with my .275 Rigby,
fed with 140 grain Barnes X
bullets loaded by Safari
Arms. The leopard jumped
straight up and ran down
the tree, and off into the
thick bush. We cautiously
crept toward the tree and
could not see any sign of
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the leopard. Hannes quickly
reviewed the reverse view
camera and we watched the
leopard run down the tree
after the shot, not a good
sign!!! However, just then
the tracker found blood, and
with Sure Fires on we
fanned out and started down
the blood trail. It was dark
and the bush was thick,
very thick. I was getting my
money’s worth on this hunt.
After fifteen tense minutes
we tracked the leopard
about 60 yards and found
him dead. The shot went
through the heart and broke the shoulder! Can’t blame
that on me or the ammo, this leopard had gas!

plain sight just 55 yards away. Minutes seemed like
hours as the light faded. It’s risky to shoot a lion
lying down, and the video would not be as dramatic.
Minutes later Hannes cameraman signaled the light
was no good, a signal I dreaded and witnessed on
many occasions in the blind with Hannes. However,
it did not matter, legal shooting time lapsed, and I
carefully pulled the safety back. Within a minute of
the dreaded signal the lion turned and stared directly
into the blind. His eyes pierced the fading light and
glowed, as he stared straight through us. Seconds
seemed like hours, my nervous tension grew as the
lion’s stare grew. The lion rose and walked directly
to our blind; he came toward us with a purpose, no
fear, no hesitation. As he closed in, unknowingly to
me Hannes was able to change the aperture on the
camera and turn night back into day, as the lion
walked directly to within 15 feet of the blind, head
out stretched peering into the blind. Bruce whispered,
“If he comes closer you will have to shoot him.”
Seconds later the lion turned and bounded off into the
darkness, a sight all captured on video.

As we rode into camp the entire staff erupted in to the
“Poro Poro” Celebration, however as we arrived we
were not the only ones with success. Doug, John’s dad,
had shot the leopard I sat on the night before and the
excitement was running high. Not more than five
minutes passed and John’s truck rolled in singing
“Poro Poro!” Unbelievably, all three of us shot our
leopards the same day, in the daylight, all caught on
video! Something none of the PHs had ever heard of.
The next day we resumed checking our baits in our
search for a lion. Oddly enough the last bait we
checked was the same we shot the leopard on.
Unbelievably, it was hit by a large lion with long black
mane hair, which he left behind while feeding.
Excitement ran high as we quickly built a blind. Once
again the lion read the script and appeared just before
dark. I really wanted to video the lion feed for a few
minutes before I shot. My quest for great video footage
was greater than my blood thirst; I know this is a
surprise to many of you. The lion was a true beast,
MGM quality, a huge black mane, a real sight as I
watched him through the scope on my Granite
Mountains Arms .416 Rigby built by Joe Smithson.

As we left the blind the PHs, Bruce and Clint, were a
little upset I did not shoot the second the lion walked
out, but for me there were no regrets, I could have
shot the lion a hundred times. I was very happy to
witness the events as they unfolded. This was
something I would remember for a long time. We

As the lion approached the bait, something off to the
right spooked him and he ran 10 yards and lay down in

Continued on next page
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yards? But as the lion continued, it was evident this
was not a perfect shot. Minutes turned to hours as we
waited in darkness, unsure what to do. Finally the
decision was made to call in the truck and extract us
from the machan. An event that was somewhere
between comedy and shear terror as we, one by one,
ran from the machan to the perceived safety of the
back of the land cruiser. And yes, the PHs thought it
was best if I went first?

watched the video many times that evening and I even
questioned what the hell I was thinking; this was a
magnificent lion, forget the footage and shoot it. The
following day both Bruce and Clint agreed a Machan
should be built high into the trees for two reasons.
One, the lion now had a PHD in blinds, and number
two for safety. We climbed into the machan around
4:00 and anticipation was high.
Again, like a trained actor the lion made his
appearance on time, however this time there was not
going to be any unnecessary National Geographic
footage. The lion strutted out of the bush 10 yards and
stopped, as I centered my GMA .416 Rigby on his
vitals and squeezed the trigger. The lion jumped and
somersaulted and ran directly toward our blind from
the previous night. As this happened, I was able to
shoot three additional snap shots.

The following morning my PHs and trackers, along
with John and his PH Cliff and Doug’s PH’s, drove
cautiously to the bait, with high expectations to find
the lion dead. The first startling discovery was that
the lion not only ran toward the original blind but ran
straight through it. Yes through it. Had we not built a
machan in the tree, one or more of us would have
been scratched, and this lion did not stumble into the
bush; he was on a mission. Thankfully the PH’s had
the insight to build the machan, or one or more of us
would have had the opportunity to try MediJet.

Then something happened that neither Bruce nor Clint
had ever heard of or experienced before. The lion
stopped not more than 20 yards from our machan and
began to breathe heavily for a few minutes then roar.
Each of us expected to hear his final breath of life, but
instead the lion continued to roar and show signs of
revenge rather than death; something was wrong. How
could I have missed an easy shot from a dead rest at 65

Back to business, we now realized the lion was not
happy. We cautiously approached the area where we
heard the lion call the night before; we found two
large pools of blood. Surely the lion was dead.
Unfortunately after hours of cautious and hair raising
tracking, the blood and
tracks vanished. I was very
disappointed, not just
because I obviously missed
so badly, but also because
the lion was wounded which
is not only dangerous, but
sad. Upon returning to the
bait, the trackers and PHs
were busy trying to unravel
the events. Amazingly, they
discovered that a lion had
dragged part of the bait 20
yards off into the thick
brush. We knew it was a
lion because of the mane
hair found on the drag. How
could a wounded lion return
to the bait and finish his
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meal? The mystery was taken
to a new level; the trackers
and PHs were all scratching
their heads, and yes, I was in
the center of a new chapter in
lion hunting. There was
nothing left to do other than
sit in the machan to see if the
lion would return.
Later that day we climbed in
to the machan and waited,
and again with the script read
and rehearsed the star made
his appearance and appeared
on cue out of the bush. Or
did he? Safety off, tension on
the trigger, I waited for the command to shoot. As the
lion walked boldly to the bait, I sensed something was
wrong, this was not my lion, and the mane did not
seem as big. Impossible, what are the odds another
lion came in? With pressure on the finely tuned GMA
trigger, I waited for what I so badly wanted to hear,
even though I did not think this was the same lion. The
command never came and for good reason; this was
not my lion.

for the Kafue lechwe, a species that can only be
hunted here. We left Lusaka at 4:30am and returned
at 7:00pm. The drive will go down as the worst road
any of us have ever traveled. John and I shot our
Kafue lechwe within 500 yards of each other; our
entire hunt lasted not more than one hour. The
balance was the bone-jarring drive. Once again a
memorable hunt.
The next day we flew to the Banguwele swamps to
hunt for tessebe, black lechwe and my final species of
Africa’s nine spiral horns, sitatunga. The hunt started
off with a bang, as John and I both shot our Black
lechwe together. Then the next morning I shot my
tessebe, while John shot his sitatunga. However my
sitatunga did not come so easily. Five days of 3:30am
wake up calls, followed with a short trek to cold leech
infested swamps, only to return in the evening with
clouds of mosquitoes swarming our heads.

For every ounce of good luck there has to be some bad
luck and this was evidently becoming my unlucky day.
The next morning, PHs and trackers puzzled, we set
out to track my lion. Hours of tedious and tense
searching yielded nothing. Either my lion crawled into
a bush to die, or as my PH Clint so eloquently put it
“Maybe your shot was so horribly off that you merely
delivered a flesh wound?” As painful as it was to hear,
I felt better knowing that maybe this magnificent lion
would live to see another day. The last day of the hunt
my lion was caught on a stealth camera on nearby bait.
It was bittersweet. I would have liked to have a lion
like this, full mounted in my house, and I did have the
opportunity, not once but twice. But it was satisfying
to hear the lion was OK thanks to my poor shooting. It
was a hunt that I will never forget.

Sitatunga hunting is not something you enjoy, it’s
more of an experience. Finally on the fifth day a
sitatunga materialized out of the papyrus swamp over
200 yards away. My PH told me to shoot, and I made
a Texas heart shot using my GMA .300 UM built by
Ryan Breeding. The sitatunga dropped, concluding
my quest for the nine spiral horns. My sitatunga was
a bit short in the trophy class, but it was well earned.
This will not be my last sitatunga hunt; my thirst for
misery will propel me into the swamps in Cameroon
in 2010.

The rest of the hunt proceeded better as my bad luck
was behind me. We left the Mumbwa area and went to
Lusaka where we did a one day hunt in the Kafue Flats
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Hunt Where The Elk Are!
By Don Busson
If you want to shoot an elk, or any other game animal
for that matter, the odds are with you if you are
hunting in an area with plentiful game. Furthermore,
if you are looking for trophy size animals, you need
to hunt where trophy size animals exist. It all makes
sense and the elk hunting wizards will give you
statistics on where the highest concentrations and
largest elk have been harvested over the past several
years.

Colorado. The reason is that Ray and the Chama,
New Mexico area have spoiled me. The first time
that I hunted with Ray in 2000, the entire camp had
filled their tags in a day and a half, and all were
6x6s or better. That hunt was in early November,
there was snow on the ground, the elk were
migrating from Sargent’s Wildlife Area toward the
Jicarea Reservation, and the migration route was
through the ranch that we were hunting. Since then
the hunts have not been that easy, but there have
always been elk and I have harvested a couple of
nice bulls.

My personal elk hunting experience does not compare
with Jim Zumbo or some of the others of his ilk, but I
have hunted elk several times in Montana, Colorado
and New Mexico. Once I started hunting in New
Mexico with Ray Milligan of Milligan Brand in 2000,
I have not been back to Montana or Colorado to hunt
elk, even though I now live just outside of Durango,

In 2007, I hunted during the first New Mexico five
day rifle season, which starts October 1. Ray
organizes all of his hunts to start on Saturday with
the hunters arriving at noon on Friday to sight-in
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rifles, get the safety briefing, meet guides and, in
general, learn the lay of the land. You are in the field
elk hunting at first light on Saturday. That first
morning we started down low walking along the
edges of the oak brush whenever possible and
climbing the hills to glass meadows for elk. One of
the benefits of hunting that first season is that even
though the rut is over, some of the bulls are still
bugling. You seldom go long without spotting some
elk. When elk are spotted, the two questions you ask
yourself are: is there a shooter in the group (as
defined by your specific goals) and can we stalk
within range? My guide was Pete and that first
morning we were not disappointed in that we could
hear elk bugling in the higher meadows and we were
spotting elk; however, nothing that was suitable. I
was looking for a nice 6X6 that would score 300 or
better. We hunted until about 10 am that morning
without spotting a shooter, and went back to camp for
lunch.

that afternoon. Dave Darr the head guide in that
camp became my guide. Dave’s client had tagged
out the first day.
The second afternoon we decided to try a little
different strategy by going high to the top of the
ranch against the ranch boundary where elk often
cross the fence heading into even thicker forest on
the next ranch. Fortunately, you can drive a good
portion of the way to the top and only walk about
another mile and 500 feet of elevation. All of the
hunting in this area is between 8,000 and 10,000
feet so even a little exertion has the lungs working
hard. As we climbed through the mixed aspen and
pine trees, we were careful not to make any noise. It
took us about 45 minutes to climb to the ranch
boundary to the North. Then we moved along the
boundary fence to the west to an area where Dave
thought it was most likely that we would see elk
approaching the fence to cross into the next ranch.
We got setup and started our wait.

That afternoon, we headed back to the woods with a
plan to climb to a good observation point and setup
for the afternoon hunt. You tend to do a little more
walking in the morning whereas the afternoon is
usually spent on a stand until you spot an elk that you
want to stalk. In the afternoon, you are waiting for the
elk to come out to feed from either the lower oak
brush or from the denser forest up high. This style of
hunting is much more productive than wandering
through the brush where you will simply bust the elk
out, not get a shot and run them to the next ranch. We
saw elk that first afternoon, but again, none of them
were quite what I wanted. We returned to camp that
evening for dinner and a good nights’ rest. Upon our
return, we saw the antlers in the back of two of the
guides trucks as we pulled into camp. One was a 6X7
and the other a 6X6, both nice elk.

It was about 20 minutes to dark when we heard
movement in front of us in the woods. We could not
see the animals because of the thick brush, but from
the sound they were large animals, most likely elk.
We had expected the elk to appear to our flank
rather than directly in front of us and the best
shooting lanes were to either side. Eventually, the
antlers came into view and they were the quality
that we were seeking. Unfortunately, that was all I
could see – lots of antlers but not the body of the
elk. The brush was just too high. I tried to move
aside to get a view of the elk’s body, but the elk
either saw the movement or winded us and headed
back down the mountain through the woods. By
then it was almost dark, so we headed back down
the mountain to the truck and back to camp.

The second morning went much the same as the first
morning. Rising early to a good breakfast, in the
pickup about a half hour before sunrise, and in the
woods at first light. Unfortunately, the results were
also similar to the first morning, with 3 different
groups of elk spotted in the meadows, but none were
the nice 6X6 that I was holding out for. That
afternoon, I switched guides. Pete was just guiding
for the weekend and had a regular Monday through
Friday job in Albuquerque that required he head out

The next morning we decided to go high and hunt
the same area as the evening before. With Dave in
the lead, followed by me and the cameraman pulling
up the rear, we headed back up the mountain in the
dark before first light. As we started into the aspen
and pine woods, an elk bugled to our front, and it
sounded like he was not more than 200 yards, but
we had a small knoll in front of us and could not see
him. As Dave headed around the knoll to the right,
Continued on next page
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began – field dressing the elk and getting it off the
mountain and into a truck for transport to the
butcher shop.

the elk walked up on top of the knoll to the left and
looked down at us from only about 10 yards. The jig
was up, and he flipped ends and headed up the
mountain. I quickly moved on top of the knoll while
Dave chirped on his cow call, which brought the elk
to an immediate halt. By that time, I was on the knoll
and saw the elk at about 60 yards. In one movement,
I shouldered the .300 WSM, pushed the safety
forward, found the elk in the scope and pulled the
trigger. He was hit hard in the chest, but stayed on his
feet. I chambered another round and hammered him
again. The elk hit the deck and did not move again.

If you want a high probability elk hunt with a good
chance at a large elk, try Milligan Brand. They have
an 82% success rate for rifle hunters over a 20 year
period. In 2007, when I took this elk, Ray and his
guides helped their clients harvest 191 elk. I am
convinced that this is the best free range elk hunt for
the price in North America. You can get more
information on Milligan Brand at
www.milliganbrand.com.

Eddie, the cameraman, caught the whole episode on
film. We moved the elk to a flatter area and took
pictures with the still camera. Then the real work
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Antelope Hunting Experience: October 2-4, 2008
By Dr. Randy Jungman
Fall means hunting season. What would any American
boy ask for a graduation present from college
(U.C.S.D)? Robert Jungman asked his dad, Dr. Randy
Jungman, for a hunting trip. He said he would either
like to go to Argentina and hunt doves or Wyoming to
rustle up an antelope. Considering that he would be in
his first semester in graduate Dental School at
U.C.L.A., missing even one day is a serious matter.
So, it was off to the wonderful hospitality of Marion
and Mary Scott, owners of the P Cross Bar Ranch in
Gillette, Wyoming. They are strong supporters of
Safari Club International, and they donate a hunt to be
auctioned off as a fund raiser each year. Put Dr. Randy
at the January 2008 meeting, on a mission to find a
“time efficient” hunt, and this was the result.

the day in and out of the truck, the trio came across a
pair of deer hunters who told Mark they had seen a
large buck antelope at the back of the ranch…where
there are usually no antelope.
An hour later and more bumps on the trail than one
can count, Mark spotted some herds of antelope and
then saw the buck that was suggested earlier. Circling
around to where it was likely to come out, Mark then
guided Robert to a great vantage point in an area that
the antelope would be passing through. When they
hiked down the hill and around the corner, there it
was. A careful, but quick set up, as the buck was
moving around, resulted unfortunately in a missed
shot. The buck was not going to wait around, and he
was off. Attentive surveillance was only successful for
a few minutes and he was off and gone. Mark
suggested we head back out of this distant and remote
part of the ranch, and consider returning the next day.
Mark also reminded us that as it was getting late, there
is a good chance to spot other bucks of similar size. P
Cross Bar ranch is famous for large antelope, so the
odds of seeing another one of similar size was good.

Marion was more than willing to accommodate
Robert’s tight schedule. Randy drove from Escondido
to Los Angeles, met Robert, and with hunting gear,
ammunition and a rifle, and they were off to
Wyoming, arriving after 11:00pm. Marion said he
would be happy to pick them up at the airport, since he
would be the only one still awake. He explained that
the first order of business would be to sight in the
rifle to insure that it traveled OK. Randy
explained that this was no ordinary rifle … This
was Robert’s Grandfather Robert’s 30.06 and had
not been shot in over 30 years.
After a great breakfast at the ranch, Robert was
introduced to his guide, Marion’s grandson Mark.
He set up targets, and after two shots that were
right next to each other, but 12” high and 8” to the
left of the target, Mark and Robert spent the next
thirty minutes bringing the sight back to center at
100 yards. Robert’s arm was getting sore, but he
was not about to complain about Mark’s
insistence that the rifle be on sight.
Then it was off to scour the hills and valleys for
antelope. Mark knows these thousands of acres,
growing up on the ranch. Robert and Mark rode in
the front and Randy in the back of the truck,
taking photos and video of this special father and
son hunt. “We’re not looking for just any
antelope” explained Mark, but one that will be a
great memory for Robert. After spending most of

Continued on next page
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Careful searching on the way back toward the main
highway resulted in spotting another large antelope.
Mark observed that there were two nice males
following two females. Again, knowing the ranch
resulted in Mark being able to drive back around to set
up ahead of where they were headed. There were
numerous lakes and watering sources, so this had
spread out the antelope. Mark and Robert saw them
working their way down to the watering hole, and
carefully moved on down to get close enough for a
shot. Randy stayed back to video and photo this
experience. The advantage of being further away,
Randy was able to get both the hunters and the
antelope in the same photo.
Careful set up and aim this time resulted in a great
shot. The antelope crumpled immediately, and the
other three scurried away. Robert’s keen eye and his
slow steady shot resulted in the best scenario, as no
hunter wants to go chasing a trail as the afternoon slips
away into the night. A quick field dress and the trio of
hunters were on their way back to the lodge, with
Robert’s first antelope using his Grandfather Robert’s
family hunting rifle.
Mary Scott is a Safari Club official
scorer, so she took care to take all the
measurements to arrive at an official
score. Although it is not an SCI record,
which the Scott’s have guided many a
hunter to successfully take one, it was a
great looking antelope. A tasty dinner
was provided by the ranch and stories
with other hunters followed in the Scott’s
trophy room. Marion and Mary Scott are
one of the very few couples to both have
a sheep grand slam. Their trophy room is
a sight to see.
The antelope was processed quickly and
packaged ready to travel. Successful
negotiation with the airlines to return a
day early, allowed Robert to return to
U.C.L.A. to study and prepare for the next week. Also he was able
to join his friends for a Sunday afternoon BBQ with antelope
burgers and steak. It was a successful and fun filled weekend and a
great way for a father and son to spend time together.
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Opening Weekend, Two San Diego Respectable “Forkies”
By Lynn Smith
What could be better than getting up with your
husband two hours before dawn, grabbing a
thermos of coffee and heading out to glass the field
where you had seen some good deer sign the prior
evening. As we positioned ourselves between some
fallen trees, drank our coffee and waited for sunrise,
it did cross my mind, shopping may be more fun
than this. We sat and watched as sunrise came and
two hours past with no success. My legs were
getting a little cramped by then so when Mike
suggested we quietly get up and walk behind our
secluded spot and stretch our legs, I thought that
was a great idea. We hadn’t walked 100 yards when
we first got sight of them. There were three nice
bucks and four doe. Mike said the one on the left is a
good respectable buck and he is the largest, why don’t
you take him. That’s all he had to say as I had a
perfect tree to rest on, one shot and he was down.
Then I said to Mike, that other buck looks good, why

don’t you take him, he said I think I will. Opening
weekend two to three minutes apart and we both had our
deer.
Incidentally, all our friends know Mike’s favorite saying
is guides lie, his buck was bigger than mine.

Welcome to New Chapter Members!
By Jerry Velazquez
First and foremost, I would like to welcome all of
you who have become new members of the San
Diego chapter as well as renewing members and
those of you joining from National SCI. For the new
members to our chapter, I know you will enjoy your
membership and all of its benefits. The Trophy Times
newsletter will keep you informed on upcoming local
events, tours, dinners and meetings. Enjoy reading
exciting stories and see photos of your fellow
member’s hunting trips. Find out how to get involved
with your chapter in charity events and education.
You will be able to find local businesses that support
our chapter and have valuable services to offer. On
the national front, you will receive the Safari Times
newspaper and Safari Magazine, which will keep you
well informed of what’s happening throughout the
nation and the world. This is an excellent group of
people like you who share your passion for this
wonderful sport and also share the desire to pass it on
to future generations.

help out. As Membership chair, I am actively seeking a
few volunteers to help with upcoming events for this
year. I need help contacting others when we have
special events which will only take a small amount of
your time. Please contact me at 858-583-1999 or at
jjv58@sbcglobal.net if you can contribute a few
minutes a month.
New chapter members who joined us at Auction 09.
Sam Bernhard
Michael Malinauskes
Jeff Buck
Katherine Pace
Laura Buck
Richard Pace
David Burke
Rene Perez-Ruiz
Patrick Cooley
Sean Reddy
Andrew Crane
David Scianimanico
Ty Hajjar
Jack Sparacio
William Hansen
Levi Swift
Ron Hansing
Jim Velazquez
Martin Haracz
John Walz
Mark Matheson
Robert Ware

I would also like to encourage all members to become We also welcome two new SCIF Sables members:
Patti Jones and Terri Stewart
involved with the chapter and this is a great time to
13

Education — Thank You Letters
By Ginger Byrum
The following thank you letters are from educators who have
benefited from several of our chapter’s donations to Special
Projects. Sharon Laws tells about her learning experiences
while attending the American Wilderness Leadership School
(AWLS) near Jackson Hole this past summer and Dana
Hutchison describes how she has used her Safari In A Box to
create a Sensory Safari at her school in the Brawley area. Our
chapter’s funding of these educational projects is sending the
message to educators and our youth that management and
sustainable use of natural resources are necessary to protect
hunting and promote conservation.
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Auction 09: Joining the Legacy
By Barbara DeGraw, Auction Chairman
Nearly 500 sportsmen gathered on February 21, 2009,
for an evening of grand dining and bidding
opportunities. A wonderful setting was presented by
the Manchester Grand Hyatt for our Chapter’s 30th
Anniversary Auction.

near Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. Check out the
picture of a great elk taken this past Thanksgiving
Day at Deer Valley Ranch. Any doubt whether the
young hunter will be Joining the Legacy after this
hunt?

In a year of less than great economic times we kept
our heads above water and will be able to support
some very worthwhile projects. In particular, look for
details in the coming months about our Wounded
Warrior Hunt. Through the generosity of Jannie Otto
Safaris, the Chapter will be underwriting travel,
trophy fees, and incidentals for a service man or
woman and their companion to go on a six-day safari
in South Africa.
More locally, we support the Junior Pheasant Hunt.
This great event is held in the Santa Ysabel area for
65 young people to participate for a full day of
instructed activities including; varmint calling; an
archery range; a .22 range; a trap shoot range; an
actual hunt over a bird dog; and finally the steps in
cleaning the bird for cooking.
Mike and Lynn Smith found themselves the
Progressive Drawing winners of the Kawasaki Teryx
750 4x4 NRA Outdoors. Lynn serves as our Chapter
Treasurer and has manned the Cashier’s booth at our
Auctions for many years. Congratulations!
The Live Auction included a beautiful yellow Lab
puppy paired with a 20 gauge Remington 870 pump
action shotgun to support our Auction theme this
year; Joining the Legacy. The puppy and shotgun
high bidder was Dino DeLuca.
We have noted just a few highlights from this year’s
Auction. As we close the curtain on our Auction
’09: Joining the Legacy, plans are already underway
to bring you a number ten event in 2010. A sincere
thank you goes out to the many people who
supported this event by volunteering, donating,
and/or bidding to raise the necessary funds to make
our chapter’s projects possible in support of hunter
rights, wildlife management, and worldwide
conservation.

Once again, one of the most popular bidding items
was the 7-day stay for six persons at Bill and Ingrid
Poole’s High Valley Ranch in Montana. Thank you to
the Pooles for their continued generosity.
A great hunting opportunity for a young person was
provided by Ed Shields and Deer Valley Ranch.
Darrin Kimberlin of Indio was the lucky winner and
will be going on a 4-day management bull elk hunt
15

Auction 09: Joining the Legacy
The Celebration
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San Diego Chapter Safari Club International

Trophy Room Tour
1:00 – 4:30 PM
Sunday, May 3, 2009
This year’s TROPHY ROOM TOUR will be held
at the home of Bill McIlwee and his wife, Pam Meers.
Their house is located in beautiful Blossom Valley at 10166 Quail Canyon Rd, El Cajon, CA 92021.
Bill and Pam have hunted numerous times in Namibia, South Africa, Zimbabwe, New Zealand, Canada and Mexico.
They have also hunted in Argentina and Australia, plus many of the states in the western U.S.
They have more than fifty shoulder mounts, along with many other varied trophies from their travels abroad.
The mounts and trophies are found throughout their home.
We will have drinks, a fabulous lunch and dessert, all of which will be served outside, so dress appropriately.
To go with the terrific food and drink we will offer the friendship and camaraderie
that is always present at our TROPHY ROOM TOURS.
Directions from San Diego: Take Hwy 8 East through El Cajon and exit at Lake Jennings Park Rd.
Turn left (north) onto Lake Jennings Park Rd and go .2 miles to the first stoplight. Turn right (east) onto
Blossom Valley Rd. Go .6 miles and turn left (north) onto Quail Canyon Rd. Continue on Quail Canyon Rd for
1.5 miles to 10166 Quail Canyon Rd. The house will be on the left hand side of the street.
It is best to park on the street and walk up the driveway to the house. Those who have trouble walking can drive
up the driveway to unload their passengers. Call (619) 443-0677 if you get lost.
Directions from Poway or Ramona: Take Hwy 67 south towards Lakeside. Turn left (south) at the stoplight
onto Mapleview St (near the rodeo grounds) and go 3.0 miles (Mapleview will turn into Lake Jennings Park
Rd). Turn left (east) at the stop light onto Blossom Valley Rd. The rest of the directions are the same as if you
were coming from San Diego, see above.
Directions from North County/North Coastal Cities: Take Hwy 52 East to the Hwy 125 South on ramp.
Go on Hwy 125 South to the Hwy 8 East on ramp. Take Hwy 8 East through El Cajon and exit at Lake Jennings
Park Rd. Turn left (north) onto Lake Jennings Park Rd and go .2 miles to the first stoplight.
Turn right (east) onto Blossom Valley Rd. The rest of the directions are the same as if you were coming from
San Diego, see above.
Cost Per Person--$25.00
We encourage members and their guests to join us for this fun event, it is a great opportunity
to become better acquainted with other chapter members.
Please make your reservations by Thursday, April 30th, by contacting
Bill McIlwee --- (619) 443-0677 or billmcilwee@cox.net
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors
LYONS & O’HAVER, INC.
MASTER TAXIDERMIST
OVER 50 YEARS FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

8180 PARKWAY DR.
LA MESA, CA 91942

(619) 697-3217
(619) 463-1053 FAX
www.lyonsandohaver.com
lyonsandohaver@sbcglobal.net

THE HUNTING CONSULTANTS

L. E. I. Medical Group
Howard A. Lesser, M.D.
Travel Vaccinations

9620 CHESAPEAKE DRIVE. SUITE 104, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123-1363
(858) 560-0764 • FAX (858) 560-5494
LEIMEDICALGROUP.COM

We have spent many years locating the best hunts throughout
the world. Alaska – bear, sheep, moose and more. Canada –
elk, sheep, caribou and others.Twelve African countries –
buffalo, lion, leopard, elephant and over 100 other game.
Asia with over 30 sheep & ibex. Also South Pacific, Europe
and South America. Send for our HUNTERS
NEWSLETTER listing 90 of the world’s best hunts.

VANCE CORRIGAN
31 FRONTAGE RD. E, LIVINGSTON, MT 59047
TEL: 406-222-0504 FAX: 406-222-5363
E-MAIL: huntfind@gmail.com
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors

5-10% Dividends Plus Growth

• Value
• Integrity
• Reliability

Suitable for IRA’s & other SelfDirected Retirement Accounts

“We put YOU First!”
Steven C. (Steve) Bradley

619-442-8833

Business According to the
Golden Rule

DEZ CONSTRUCTION
Ralph S. Hernandez
President and Owner

651 Vernon Way
El Cajon, CA 92020
Office: (619) 593-6771
Fax: (619) 593-9069
worktohunt@dezconstruction.com
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors

San Diego (619) 221-8500
2838 Garrison St.
Los Angeles (Direct Line) (213) 625-1421

James L. Hill D.D.S., Inc.

“We Cater
to Cowards”

We Value Your Time... Beautiful Results, One Visit!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inlays, onlays and full crowns
Veneers
All single-tooth restorations
Cosmetic Bonding
Zoom! (Brite Smile)
50% Discount for SCI (ZOOM ONLY)

BEFORE

CEREC is a revolutionary way to restore damaged teeth
in a single visit. Making teeth beautiful, and stronger
than before! Eliminate impressions, temporaries and
second visits.
#1 Business in Ramona
by Popular Vote

General Dentistry

CEREC means we can quickly and economically restore
damaged teeth using a durable ceramic material that
matches the natural color of other teeth in your mouth.

AFTER
Single visit restoration

2005 Main Street • Ramona, CA 92065 • 760-789-2330
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Please Patronize Our Fine Sponsors

Targeting Your Construction Needs
Dependability • Affordability • Service
Automotive

Office
Retail
Hospitality

Religious
Restaurants

www.zigmanshields.com
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BULLETIN BOARD
Are you looking for a hunting partner, information about a specific animal, hunting
locations, firearms questions or other sports-related subjects? Chapter members have the
opportunity to post non-commercial items on a newly created space in the newsletter. Contact
Jack Mitchel at jack@mitchelrealtors.com or call (619) 442-8833 for information.

WANTED: White Muzzleloaders A collector is looking for muzzleloaders built by
Doc White or the White Rifle Company. Call Chapter member Jim Dodd at
858-220-3249 or e-mail jimdodd@san.rr.com if you have a gun to sell.
All will go to a good home.
FOR SALE: Pheasants for dog trainers.
Leave message for Walt at
Cell Tel. 619-921-4184.
Or, call Bill at 858-292-5882
re: training with pheasants
& group purchase
of NIGHT-FORCE SCOPES.

WANTED

Support those who support us!
Our advertisers help us publish this newsletter for you
by deferring some of the cost. Be sure to give them
your business when shopping and take a moment to say
“Thanks for your support”.

By the Trophy Times
Your hunting and fishing yarns and tales of adventure.
The Trophy Times needs your stories and reports
covering the areas of hunting, fishing, shooting,
conservation, and related subjects. These stories are for
your enjoyment and education of San Diego Chapter
Safari Club International members. Receive the
satisfaction of seeing your name in print. Please send
stories and photographs to the newsletter editor Jack
Mitchel. His contact information is:
Jack Mitchel 619-972-1089 cell / 619-442-8039 fax
or e-mail: jack@mitchelrealtors.com

• Big Bore Productions, LLC

• L.E.I. Medical Group

• Bob Dawson Insurance Services • Hunting Consultants

SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL
WORLD HEADQUARTERS
4800 WEST GATES PASS ROAD
TUCSON, AZ 85745
FAX: 520-622-1205
PHONE: 520-620-1220
WEBSITE: WWW.SAFARICLUB.ORG

• Dez Construction

• John Latham - Master Guide

• El Cajon Gun Exchange

• Lyons & O’Haver Taxidermists

• Featherstone Drywall

• Glenn D. Mitchel Realtors

• Fisherman’s Landing

• Project 2000 Shooting Range

• James L. Hill D.D.S., Inc.

• Tuffpak by Nalpak

• Beard Hobbs - Attorney at Law • Willow Creek Archery
• Hunters Only

• Zigman - Shields

• Kurt Hoffman - Morgan Stanley

Copyright ©2009 San Diego Chapter Safari Club International,
all rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced
or incorporated into any information retrieval system without
written permission of the publisher. For permission, contact the editor.
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ADVERTISE IN TROPHY TIMES
Call: Jack Mitchel 619-972-1089 cell / 619-442-8039 fax
or e-mail: jack@mitchelrealtors.com

PRSRT STD

Safari Club International
San Diego Chapter
P.O. Box 600155
San Diego, CA 92160
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MOVING?
Send your change of
address to the Chapter
P.O. Box above.

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME ________________________________________________________________________________
(first)

(middle)

(last)

(spouse)

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________
(number and street or P.O. Box)

______________________________________________________________________________________
(city)

(state)

(zip)

(country)

______________________________________________________________________________________
Home phone - give area code

Business phone - give area code

FAX phone - give area code

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Occupation

Company name

Please list gun, hunting and conservation groups you belong to: _________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Give us a brief picture of your hunting experiences, including year, species collected and location of hunt:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What members of San Diego Chapter, SCI are you acquainted with? ______________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
New Member dues ............. $80 ($55 National & $25 Chapter)
One Time Initiation Fee ........ $50
$130 Total
PLEASE MAIL TO: SAN DIEGO CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
P.O. BOX 600155
SAN DIEGO, CA 92160

Your Signature _____________________________
Date ______________________________________
E-Mail ___________________________________

