
                                                                                                                               

                  

 

August 2, 2018 

The Honorable Lorena S. Gonzalez Fletcher, Chair 

Assembly Appropriations Committee 

State Capitol, Room 2114 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE:  SB 1487 (Stern): Iconic African Species Protection Act - OPPOSE 

 

Dear Assembly Member Gonzalez Fletcher: 

 

The below signatory wildlife conservation organizations must strongly oppose SB 1487 (Stern), 

legislation which would enact the “Iconic African Species Protection Act” and criminalize the possession 

of certain African animals and their parts.     

 

SB 1487 would make it unlawful for Californians to possess many African wildlife species they can 

lawfully harvest in African nations.  To begin, outlawing the possession of these species and/or their parts 

in California would sharply reduce revenue generated by hunters which is vitally important to the 

conservation efforts of these species.  Further, funding generated by lawful hunters substantially benefits 

the economies of local communities, with all the meat from lawfully harvested species also going to the 

subsistence of those in need.  Also, of importance is the fact that the value placed on these animals as a 

species desired by legal hunters substantially increases the interest in, and ability of local communities to 

protect those species from the very serious threat of local poachers.  The direct significant negative 

impact SB 1487 would have upon the local communities and wildlife in these African countries has been 

made abundantly clear in letters recently sent to the California State Legislature by the governments of 

South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania and others in desperate opposition to the bill. 

 

Not only would SB 1487 have an unacceptable impact on these countries, it would have an unacceptable 

negative fiscal impact on the State of California.  The initial Senate Appropriations Committee analysis 

stated that the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) estimated costs of approximately $4.5 million in 

2019-20 and $2.8 million ongoing to enforce the ban.  Making matters even worse, these funds would 

come from the DFW Fish and Game Preservation Fund (FGPF) – the account DFW depends upon to fund 

critical programs and efforts of importance to California’s wildlife, and the same account the State 

Legislature just took unprecedented steps to plug a $20 million operational shortfall in the recently 

approved State Budget.   



 

We recognize that SB 1487 has taken on amendments since the release of the above noted Senate 

Appropriations Committee analysis.  However, we do not believe any of the amendments taken would 

lessen the DFW’s requirement to enforce the ban, or the associated substantial cost to the state of doing 

so.    

 

It is also worth noting that the selection of species called out in “Iconic African Species Protection Act” is 

not based on science or population health, rather simply emotional concerns.  The lawful hunting of these 

species is already highly regulated by federal and international law, local jurisdictions and professional 

wildlife managers, with the level of take of each species carefully based on the best available science.  In 

many cases, these species are overly abundant in the areas where they are hunted, with lawful hunting 

serving as an important tool for local wildlife managers to maintain populations in check with their 

habitats.   

 

The below listed wildlife conservation organizations are aware of the critical and principal role science-

based regulated hunting plays in the conservation of California’s wildlife and the habitats they depend 

upon.  We are also aware of the critical role lawful regulated hunting plays in the protection and 

conservation of the African species called out it SB 1487.  Further, we are acutely aware of the significant 

negative impact passage of SB 1487 would have on California’s wildlife via the financial impact it would 

have on the DFW FGPF and the vital programs and efforts it funds.   

 

Because of all these above reasons, we strongly urge you to oppose SB 1487 when the bill comes before 

your Assembly Appropriations Committee on August 8th.  

 

Sincerely,  

                               
Kyle Weaver, President and CEO   Donn Walgamuth, President   

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation   California Deer Association  

                                

Darryl Williams, President     Lori Jacobs, President  

California Chapter - Wild Sheep Foundation  California Houndsmen for Conservation 

 

Don Kirby, President      Gary F. Brennan, President 

Cal-Ore Wetland and Waterfowl Council     San Diego County Wildlife Federation 

 

Fred Harpster, President        Dennis Slater, President  

The Black Brant Group        Tulare Basin Wetlands Association 

 

Soren Nelson, Pacific Southwest Coordinator 

   Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation 

 

Chriss Bowles, President 

California Bowmen Hunters/State Archery Association 

 

 

 

 

   cc:   Members, Assembly Appropriations Committee 

 The Honorable Senator Henry I. Stern   


