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President’s Message
Safari Club International is changing. Our traditional operating
parameters over the past five decades must evolve with the everchanging world we live in. Social Media, Television, Marketing
& Communications, Membership, International Conventions,
and Advocacy in Washington, D.C., require a modern approach
to significantly improve our standard procedural methodologies.
In short, SCI can no longer say, “Well, that’s the way we’ve always
done it.”
In April of this year, SCI hired Laird Hamberlin as its new Chief
Executive Officer. His goals were set by SCI’s International Board
of Directors. He quickly demolished some structural walls, and
is building on the principles and values of SCI’s core foundation.
With Membership, Advocacy, Convention, and Conservation as
his pillars, SCI is hiring new – and in some cases, younger –
people, looking toward hunting’s future.
Laird is a successful businessman, an avid hunter, a visionary,
and an excellent communicator. Under his direction, SCI will
not become an antiquated historical relic, but a true leadership
community of sportsmen and women.
If you’re reading this, you are already part of the influential
community of SCI members and friends who will witness the
change. You will see the organization grow, and you can have an
impact on the directions taken.
There are two simple things you can do to become part of SCI
and the future for the next generation of hunters. First, join SCI
and the San Diego Chapter of SCI. The three main Membership
categories include Annual, 3-Year, and Life Membership. Once
you have joined SCI, you are eligible to join any number of its
180 different chapters. In San Diego, you should join our chapter
to stay informed about the different events and functions that
our local community supports. The simplest way to do that is by
visiting www.safariclub.org or www.sandiegosci.org.
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The second thing you can do is attend our annual fundraiser.
Many of you have enjoyed our annual event, its food, opportunity
drawings, exhibitors, and fellowship. It’s a great place to meet

like-minded people. Last year’s event
was held at the Broadway Pier where the
indoor temperature was less than ideal –
that building doesn’t boast heaters! This
year’s event will take place at Paradise
Point, and is being coordinated by our new
event planner. So even your local chapter
is evolving!
To date, we have dozens of hunts, firearms,
and one-of-a-kind artifacts you can only
find at the annual SDSCI fundraising event.
In 2020, our event is being held on Saturday,
March 7th, so please save the date, or better
yet visit www.sandiegosci.org and follow
the links to sign up via Eventbrite.
Back in May, at SCI’s Board of Directors
meeting in Washington, D.C., CEO Laird
Hamberlin singled out the San Diego
Chapter as a tremendous example of an
outstanding chapter, with its ongoing
Pronghorn reintroduction program and its
incredible use of social media through “rock
star” Lauren Hill. We are moving into 2020
with a renewed energy and enthusiasm,
and as true leaders in worldwide wildlife
conservation and protecting the freedom
to hunt.
SCI – First For Hunters.
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Update on the
Reintroduction of
Sonoran Pronghorn to
the Chuckwalla Bench
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The United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) is anticipating the submittal of
the official plan for the reintroduction of
Sonoran Pronghorn to the Chuckwalla
Bench at the end of August 2019. The plan
has been delayed by the redrawing of
the proposed Nonessential Experimental
Population (NEP) boundaries. Once the
plan is submitted to the Department of
the Interior offices located in Washington,
D.C., it will be incorporated into the Federal
Register for public review and comment.
Once the review is complete, a Final Rule
will be published.
It is important to note, the NEP is a section
in the Endangered Species Act that allows
the release of surplus animals in areas with
the hope that they will reproduce. If the
animals move outside the boundary, the
endangered species act is activated and
numerous regulatory burdens are initiated.
The USFWS initially believed that the
boundary created in 2017 was sufficient, but
it has since gone through two additional
revisions.
Unfortunately, with every
change comes an additional review and
more delay.
It is important to recognize what your
chapter has accomplished up to this point:
One of the first question regarding the
reintroduction of Pronghorn into the
Chuckwalla Bench was genetics, specifically
which species of Pronghorn inhabited the
area. No governmental agency was going
the move forward without this question
answered. It was the San Diego Chapter
working in conjunction with the San Diego
Natural History Museum that collected 20
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samples (bone and horn) from 5 different museums, including
the Smithsonian for DNA analysis. The San Diego Chapter then
supported the University of Arizona Genetics Laboratory that
proved Sonoran Pronghorn inhabited the area in and around
the Chuckwalla Bench. The data gathered also provided
valuable information of where Peninsular Pronghorn, another
endangered Pronghorn species once inhabited.
The San Diego Chapter created the California Reintroduction
Working Group which includes: USFWS, Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW), The San Diego Natural History Museum, The
Living Desert, The United States Marine Corps (USMC), Desert
Wildlife Unlimited (DWU), Defenders of Wildlife (DOW) and
other NGOs. This working group meets regularly to determine
release locations, water sources and all the logistics that will be
required to release animals into the wild.
One of the most important accomplishments the San
Diego Chapter has provided is the reintroduction plan. It
cannot be overstated that without an overall plan to guide
the reintroduction effort, the project would not succeed. The
USFWS has adopted our Chapter’s plan, and it has become the
current guiding document for the reintroduction effort.
The California working group met on 11 June to review the
status of the project and to develop a path forward while we wait
on approval from Washington D.C. One of the key takeaways
from the meeting was the agreement of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between all of the parties involved. This
will clarify roles and responsibilities for both governmental and
non-governmental agencies to ensure the project is sustained
for the long term. The USFWS has taken the lead in creating
the MOU, and we look forward to taking another step closer
to realizing the goal of the reintroduction of Pronghorn on the
Chuckwalla Bench.
It is important to remember how much has been accomplished
by your Chapter, and how a hunting organization has taken the
lead on the preservation of an endangered species.
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This map shown is the current boundary of the NEP proposed by
USFWS. The area has been increased significantly west, to the Salton
Sea and northwards just past Lake Havasu City. It is the hope that in
the event Pronghorn migrate away from the original release area of the
Chuckwalla Bench that the experimental populations are allowed to
roam freely without impacting the Endangered Species Act.
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On July 1, 2019, Mike Morgan, my longtime
friend and employee, departed this earth.
Back in 1992 I was in need of a project manager to run my
construction projects and a concrete guy I was doing business
with named Joe Morello recommended Mike Morgan for the
position. I interviewed Mike and learned that one of his hobbies
was bird hunting. At that time I was a trap shooter and had never
actually been hunting for anything so this subject really piqued
my interest. I hired him on the spot on the condition that he take
me bird hunting with him, which he whole heartedly agreed.
From then on up until this year we spent every bird season
hunting in the Mexicali valley for dove, quail, pheasant and
duck, sometimes making 6 to 8 trips per season. We also made
several trips to Alberta, Canada for geese, Hermosillo Mexico for
dove, duck and Gould’s Turkey, Wyoming for Merriam’s Turkey,
Campeche Mexico for Ocellated turkey and several fishing trips
including a week in Costa Rica fishing for Sailfish and Tarpon.
Along the way I got Mike involved in our San Diego Safari Club
and he loved going to the dinner parties to hobnob with fellow
chapter members.
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In between the hunts Mike and I actually worked, and worked
hard. Mike and I built hundreds of projects together, mainly in
Southern California but also in Arizona and Texas. Some of the
more recognizable projects include Kearny Mesa Ford with the
big tower on Clairmont Mesa Blvd., DCH Honda in Lemon Grove
(which is now owned by the Mossy Auto Group), Mossy Ford in
Poway and San Marcos, at least five TGIF Fridays restaurants
in town and 20 more out of town, several carwashes, lube and
tunes and gas stations – his last one was the Valero Service
Station on Laurel and Pacific next to the Airport – and several
church projects including St James Catholic Community, Good
Shepherd Parish, Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, Saint
Mark’s Catholic Parish, Formosan Evangelical Church in Del
Mar, and Ocean View Church in the South Bay.
Mike had a commanding knowledge of construction
procedures, methods and scheduling and had a calming
personality that our superintendents, subs and clients greatly
appreciated. One of Mike’s greatest assets was his ability to
solve problems without getting everyone bent out of shape.
Mike was a dutiful employee for me for the last 27 years. He was
not just an employee for me but a cherished friend and hunting
and fishing partner. Mike was totally dependable and both of us
spent many Saturday’s working in the office together to try and
stay on top of things so we could take a couple of days off to go
bird hunting or fishing. Mike truly loved his occupation and
had a very successful career, and fittingly, he died at his desk
after a great fishing weekend with me, Bud Coberly and Sergio
Estrella Jr. in Kino Bay, Mexico.
We will miss him dearly.
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ANDREW DEGRAW’S
FINAL HUNT
TO ATTAIN HIS
GRAND SLAM OF
NORTH AMERICAN
WILD SHEEP
By ‘deer dog wife’, BAD

The ol’ guy’s goal was to
complete his Grand Slam of
North American Sheep which
he began in Alaska in 1973
with Dall. The next was Stone
followed by the Big Horn both
taken in British Colombia.
Now at over 80 years of age
the quest seemed perhaps too
daunting. At a chapter meeting
we were introduced to Sergio and
Muy Grande Outfitters and he
made it sound feasible. Next was
the disciple of ‘getting in shape’.
Andy had a conversation, on the
way to Muy Grande, with chapter
member Jim Conrad in the
airport lounge and Jim told him
what to expect from his Mexican
hunt as he and Josh Zigman had
hunted with Sergio several times
and that really wetted Andy’s
appetite for the final sheep of his
Grand Slam.
The first night in Mexico he
enjoyed, the first of several
gourmet meals served with full
bar on the roof of the Muy Grande
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office building in Hermosillo. The
following day he arrived in a ‘hot
as hell’ old hacienda that would
be his quarters. The private room
had very nice amenities with
lights powered by car batteries
and non potable water from a
large water tank to take care of
the bathroom. After settling in
they then took off hunting in
the Sonora Desert. They stalked
several sheep while riding in
a high rack truck and got into
position with the range that was
right. As it was midday the sheep
and the guides took a siesta. No
napping for the hunter. He kept
track of the sheep. Animals are
very accommodating and woke
up about the same time as guides.
Next Andy took the final shot
to collect his Grand Slam. The
first thought that came to Andy’s
mind was, “Thank God I don’t
have to climb another mountain.”
It was a long hard drag to get the
animal back to the truck, but all
forgotten as back straps were on
the dinner menu that evening.
There was no question that this
prized animal would be placed
in the hands of the best in the
business at Lyons & O’Haver.
The mount was first displayed
at our San Diego SCI Chapter
gathering on Point Loma and
garnered many complimentary
comments. The beautiful full
mount now stands on a pedestal
in center of our great room.
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A W E EK AT T H E

American
Wilderness
Leadership
School
with Miss Pong
I would like to begin by saying thank you to Dan Osgood, and
the San Diego Chapter of Safari Club International. This summer
I spent a week at the American Wilderness Leadership School
in Jackson, Wyoming where I learned about conservation
education through the lens of a hunter. From the beginning of
the trip, up until the minute I boarded my plane back to San
Diego, I was impressed by the professionalism and immediate
camaraderie that was felt from both the staff and the other
participants. We came from all walks of life, taught a variety of
subjects, grades, and school types. The best part is that I know
that we’ve made everlasting friendships, and I now have a new
group of friends to visit throughout the country.
Nestled just outside of Teton National Park, the ALWS campus
is truly out in the wilderness. The road in may have been one
of the bumpiest I have ever traveled down, but once you enter,
the view can’t be beat. Along Granite Creek, surrounded by
mountains, there is a sense of seclusion that makes you enjoy
the lack of connection to the outside world. Each day at camp
was filled with information and learning new skills. We started
the first night after a delicious meal with an introduction to the
staff, how to use bear spray (!), and a little about the history of
SCI, SCIF and AWLS.
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Each day was packed with
information. We learned about
field ecology of the area during a
short hike through the property,
learned how to calculate stream
flow, and received an in-depth
introductory course on ecology.
We also learned about hunter
safety, and how to shoot handguns,
shotguns and rifles. As a nonhunter, this was definitely a new
experience for me. The staff was
patient, knowledgeable and I never
felt unsafe while shooting. I even
managed to hit a clay pigeon on
my first try with the shotgun, along
with a squeal! We also received
certifications in both Project WILD,
which is a national curriculum
bring nature to the classroom,
and as a NASP certified archery
instructor. These certifications
were such an added bonus to the
program as they are a great addition
to my professional resume.
In addition to learning at camp,
we also went on a variety of
educational and fun field trips
throughout the area. We visited
and learned about BLM game use
for grazing and hunting, saw an
antelope cross one of the wildlife
bridges, visited the Elk Refuge
and Teton National Park.
Not
only were we introduced to an
in-depth introduction to Ecology
from Professor Ryan, we learned
all about Project WILD, and were
certified as an archery instructor.
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T H E G R E AT L O U I S I A NA

G ATO R

HUNT

with Alan Heth

We saw the set was ‘knocked down’. My

guide paddled up to the floating bog where
the white cord was tightly stretched across
the torn vegetation… The 10’ set pole was
missing, and the small willow tree used as
the anchor was half torn out.
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As Two Scoops, my guide, pulled up the line, he had no
resistance. As the line finally tightened, there was no movement.
The gator must have slipped off. As he tugged what he thought
might be roots up to the surface, he saw through the platinum
muddy water a huge gator. Scoops started yelling: “We need a
bigger boat!!!”
Rhonda and I had not seen the gator, but we felt the tiny boat
shake as it was thrashed below. We felt the gators back plates
vibrate the boat bottom as the gator strove to swim back under
the bog. There was no stopping the behemoth from reclaiming
the strong white cord.
Rhonda and I were quite calm as Two Scoops stretched out
both arms telling us the gator’s body was “this big!!!”
We were a little short in the boat department. We accessed this
back from the road pond by dragging a 7’ plastic boat through
the woods. Its bottom was reinforced by three small metal tubes
which you had to step upon so your feet would not go through
the bottom of the boat.
The sane part of my brain said let’s get Rhonda, my wife to
shore. Scoops called Drake Dawson, our outfitter, to come and
assist with this gator. Part of that idea was nuts as Drake is 2 ½
times bigger than Rhonda. The boat would float lower. Scoops
and I figured if the boat tipped, we could swim faster than Drake.
Scoops, Drake, and I headed back out to the set. We had
cut a fresh stout willow pole to help get leverage trying to
pull that hulk of a gator close enough for a shot and help
not get capsized.
This time we got his head to the surface. Everyone agreed with
Scoops, ‘the boat was too small’!!! The gator twisted and spun
away with the rope pulling the boat just like in a scene from
‘Jaws’. Then the line went slack. Seconds later Drake screamed
out, ‘lower the center of gravity!!! We all dropped in the boat as
the gator hit us like a torpedo that had done that before. The fact
he stopped after impact and retreated under the floating bog
kept us afloat. It was two hours of back and forth before I sank
my third arrow in his brain.
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He was so huge the three of us could not get him up on the
bank. Drake called the excavator he had leased the hunt rights
for this area along the Mississippi River. We used a close by
earth mover and 200’ of rope to get the gator to a dirt road. After
pictures the gorilla was loaded in the truck and back to camp.
I had taken a once in a lifetime gator over 13 feet and weighed
960 pounds. In fact, all four trophy hunters in camp had taken
gators over 10’ and one was over 11’.

Scoops started yelling: “We need a bigger boat!!!”
The next day, Rhonda and I were at camp along the bayou
having a lunch of soft-shell crabs and sautéed gator. A call came
in that Mark, another guide was bringing in a client, Rocky, with
a monster from the swamps by Lac Des Allemands. We all went
to the dock waiting the arriving hunters in their 16’ aluminum
mud boat (the usual type boat for hunting gators). That gator
amazingly measured the same as mine. Two gators were taken
two days apart and miles from each other. The camp was having
great success. Drake says they take great trophies every year
and SCI records do show they own ‘Louisiana gator hunting’.
According to Drake, late summer to early fall is best for targeting
male gators. The breeding season is over, and summer finds
the females being the aggressors guarding their mounded-up
nest with their very life. Male gators (not so different than any
male species) really don’t want to deal with the bad-tempered
mothers, and head for open water and the feeding grounds.
The big monsters are packing on the groceries for the coming
winter and cooler weather. He says 90% of the take is males.
The American Alligator is only native to the Southeastern
United States, where it inhabits wetlands that frequently
overlap with human populated areas.
Discovery Channel’s Animal Face Off team estimates a fullygrown gator’s bite force at 3000lbf. Once an alligator reaches
adulthood, any animal living in the water or coming to water is
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potential prey. Adult gators will eat razorbacks, deer, domestic
animals including cattle and sheep, and are often known to
kill and eat smaller gators. A few of the gators I took showed
evidence of close encounters with another gator.
Our Louisiana adventure was much more than getting
great gators. Rhonda and I enjoyed the true Cajun experience
and excellent authentic food, including jambalaya, gumbo,
blue crabs, fried soft shell crabs, catfish, shrimp, roasted wild
razorback, sautéed gator. Genève Breaux and Drake were our
excellent cooks. Accommodations provided by Tommy and
Genève Breaux were comfortable swamp cabins located right
on the bayou, in the swamp.
Good times were had by all at the local Cajun bar, Fred’s, and
at our bayou camp with music and song by String Bean, a local
favorite musician. Cajuns love to have a good time and are
wonderful story tellers. You had to listen close sometimes to
understand all the words, but they probably had to do the same
with our Midwestern accents.
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The Legadema Hunt Report
with Philippe Vergne
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I went on the Legadema Donated buffalo hunt purchased at the
SCI San Diego 2019 auction.The hunt took place in mid August of
2019 and was donated by the outfitter Mr. Willie Botha. The hunt
took place within the Messinguezi concession which borders
the Caboru Bassa reservoir in Mozambique. The reservoir was
the result of damming up the Zambezi Rive. Zimbabwe borders
the southern portion of the concession.
During the hunt I was able to get buffalo, crocodile, hippo,
and sable. All animals within the concession are free roaming.
The hunting area and terrain varies from lush wetlands to dry
mopane scrub. While stalking buffalo we ran across elephant,
lion, leopard spur, high numbers of large crocodiles, and
numerous plains species.
The camp is well appointed and situated at the edge of the
water. The tents are placed on raised concrete platforms with
attached individual bathrooms with a toilet, sink, and hot
shower. Hippos can be heard
and seen from the tents, as
well as a tremendous amount
of large crocodiles. Elephants
frequently come to the waters
edge to feed and drink. Lions
can be heard on kills across
from camp.
The other hunter in camp
Rodger Oerter took elephant,
a depredation man eating
crocodile, and other plains
game species. The PH’s, Willie
and Reinhardt, were very
professional, and the trackers
are amazing.
Out of seven trips in various
parts of Africa, this was by
far the best experience I have
had, and I plan to return for a
lion hunt in the near future.
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Hunter
Pride
Auction winner
hunt with 7L
Outfitters
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Have a look at what
our members have
taken recently.

Pig hunt with
Oak Stone
outfitters in
San Miguel

your take in
Want to see
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wsletter? Se
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diegosci.o
to info@san
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You’re Invited!

San Diego SCI
Christmas Party
Saturday, December 7, 4pm - 8pm
Private Residence in Point Loma, CA

[ address will be sent to guests after registration is confirmed ]

$50 Per Person
For tickets and inquiries, please visit

info@sandiegosci.org
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Texture by macrovector_official

40TH

ANNUAL

SCI Auction
Fundraiser
Your San Diego Chapter of
Safari Club International
is hosting its fundraiser at
the spectacular Paradise
Point Resort and Spa!
We have incredible
hunts and fishing trips
available as well as MANY
awesome firearms!
For over 40 years, Safari
Club International – San
Diego has conducted
an annual auction and
fundraiser in support of
its mission: Protect our
freedom to hunt, educate
our youth to the sport
and promote wildlife
conservation worldwide.

Saturday, March 7
4:30pm- 9:30pm
Paradise Point Resort & Spa
1404 Vacation Rd, San Diego, CA 92109
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Safari Club International is the
leader in protecting the freedom
to hunt and in promoting wildlife
conservation worldwide.
That’s why SCI Members
are active in more than 100
countries, and why you’ll
cherish your involvement
with SCI. SCI fights tirelessly
to protect the hunting
heritage enjoyed by 15
million Americans and
45 million families
around the globe.
To learn more about
our conservation and
outdoorsmanship
activities or to become
a member, please visit
www.sandiegosci.org

