SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL - SAN DIEGO CHAPTER

July 2020

Join us for an evening with

CRAIG BODDINGTON
Wednesday, July 22, 2020

Bali Hai Restaurant – Shelter Island
5:30 PM Reception • 6:30 PM Dinner & Program
Craig Boddington is one of today’s most respected outdoor
journalists. He spent the past forty years exploring our
natural world as a hunter and sharing his knowledge and
experiences in dozens of books and through thousands of
published articles and essays. He’s a decorated Marine, an
award-winning author, and continues to be a leading voice for
conservation and ethical hunting around the world.

To register, visit SanDiegoSCI.org/events
or call Karen Luchner: 858-774-5343
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President’s Message
Rarely have we seen a
fundraising event like the
San Diego Chapter of Safari
Club International’s 2020
March 7th gala at Paradise
Point. If you’re reading this
and wondering what I’m
referring to, then you truly
missed a high point in our
chapter’s 40-year history.
We experienced our best
attendance in a decade,
offered outstanding north
American and international
hunting adventures, and
raised enough funds to further our Pronghorn antelope
reintroduction program and support several youth hunting
opportunities. The event saw dozens of attendees win firearms,
hunts, artwork, and hunting apparel. In fact, we reached a
standing-room only point, even after most of the board
of directors gave up their seats to last minute attendees.
(Hint – register early in 2021!)
Remarkably, most attendees enjoyed the intimate and
private setting, excellent food, friendly staff, and as always,
the comradery of like-minded people.
All of this took place a few days before the country virtually
closed from the Covid-19 pandemic. (Our Orange County
neighbors to the north were forced to close their fundraising
doors the following March 14th Saturday.) Of course, we saw our
usual 12 protesters and an additional 5 who were undergoing
a fraternity hazing – they left very early. It’s important to
note that while a handful of vocal anti-hunters threatened to
boycott the facility, the entire Paradise Point management
team, staff and ownership were true professionals and honored
their commitment to San Diego SCI. We brought over 300
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attendees to their facility and enjoyed their services including
outstanding A/V and security.
I spoke directly with their general manager who told me they
had researched the amount of time, money and effort that SCI
has dedicated to wildlife conservation projects, Sportsmen
Against Hunger programs, Sensory Safari experiences,
disabled veteran programs, education programs, etc. While
they were impressed with what we accomplish, they also stand
firm in our freedom as hunters to participate in lawful hunting
and fishing. Please consider this when you have family
visiting or just want to get away from the inland heat. Support
Paradise Point and look forward to next year’s event at the
same venue.
In this issue, you see an article about 9-year old Nicolas who
won the youth hunt drawing at Bighorn Canyon Ranch.
Chapter board members, Bill and Anne Marie Freed started
this youth program and will continue to support it. You’ll see
more of these programs in the coming months as we continue
to build a chapter that supports safe and educational outdoor
youth programs.
If you’re not a member of SCI, please consider joining. Log
on to our website and join SCI today. SCI is incredibly active
in governmental affairs and effective! We all know that the
California legislature is inundated with people who are likely
to vote against hunter’s freedoms, but that doesn’t stop SCI.
And that fact alone is a compelling reason to stand with us.
We need you, your family, and friends to become members and
protect the freedom to hunt.
Craig Boddington and I look forward to seeing you on July
22nd at the Bali Hai on Shelter Island. Please join us!
SCI – First for Hunters
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San Diego SCI
Happy start of summer to each and every member of our San
Diego Chapter of SCI! If you were unable to make it to our annual
dinner/auction fundraiser, you missed a truly phenomenal
evening of camaraderie, food and conservation efforts. We were
especially excited to begin a new effort of introducing youth
into our dinner events and happenings. We were pleased to be
able to offer a paid hunt for two youths at the extraordinary Big
Horn Canyon Ranch near Riverside, where opportunities are
endless! The youth were allowed to choose one animal from
the following species: Barbado Sheep, Black Hawaiian Sheep,
Texas Dall Sheep, Mouflon Sheep, Rambouillet Sheep, Merino
Sheep, Four-Horned Sheep, Corsican Sheep, Angora Goat,
Spanish Goat, Painted Desert Goat, or Feral Hog. Our wonderful
chapter member, Mike Barry, offered a free mount to both of the
youth hunters.
We had approximately 25 youth ages 9-18 attend and enter
their name into the drawing.
We were so pleased to draw two lucky winner’s names. Both
Nicholas Roberts and George Hartford’s names were chosen
from the bowl and two happier kids could not be found in the
room that evening. It was hard to see all of the other youth
on stage whose names were not drawn, but a “call for cash”
for future youth hunts garnered several thousand dollars for
future free hunt drawings! Thanks to the many members who
generously opened their wallets and hearts to embrace and
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Youth Initiative
support our Youth Initiative. As we all know our youth are the
future of hunting and conservation.
As of print time, I am over the moon happy to report that
Nicholas took his hunt in May and harvested a big, beautiful,
Rambouillet sheep! Both Mike Barry and Mike Rogers were
present to guide and photograph the event. What a great day
for Nicholas as this was his first big game animal ever hunted.
His father Chris was present for the hunt too. Chris was one
proud father that day and rightfully so!
The Hartford family have informed me that George plans on
harvesting his animal later in the Summer. They are excitedly
anticipating a great day.
This has been long winded perhaps, but I wanted to keep each
of you members informed and involved in our mission to
introduce more youth into our organization. I foresee many
more names being drawn this year for hunts and perhaps we’ll
get together for snacks and a trophy room tour if interest is
shown.
I look forward to our dinner event on July 22as we gather and
listen to our guest speaker, Craig Boddington. I hope to see
many youths there and to once again shake your hand and
discuss hunting stories and plans.
Yours in conservation,
Anne Marie Freed
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Nick’s Youth Hunt
with Mike Barry

This past May I had the pleasure of guiding Nick Roberts on his
first big game hunt. Nick was the winner of one of the 2 youth
hunts for exotic game offered at our 2020 Auction. The hunts
were arranged by Bill and Ann Marie Freed with a donation by
Bighorn Canyon Ranch, where the hunt was conducted. The
hunts also included taxidermy work for their animals. Mike
Rogers Jr. expressed interest in videotaping this hunt.
When Mike and I arrived at the Ranch, we met Nick and his
dad, Chris. They were both very excited for the day’s hunt. I
have taught hunter safety for 20 years; I went over a few safety
points with Nick, and I soon found he had paid attention in his
hunter safety class! Chris said they had been practicing with
his new .243.
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The morning started off a bit chilly. The steep draws the Ranch
is known for were enveloped with drifting fog. With any sheep
hunt, you go high. So, we started toward the upper reaches of
the Ranch. Along the way I was able to show Nick some tracks
of various animals.
After glassing several empty draws we finally edged over a
rise and jumped 2 nice rams. They started down the canyon
but stopped long enough for Nick to get set up in the prone
position aiming downhill. The big ram we wanted was about
80-yards. I got Nick to calm down and concentrate on the
crease behind the front leg. I assured him he would not feel the
kick of the rifle with all the excitement he was feeling. When
he was comfortable with the aim, I urged him to take a shot. His
rifle went off and the ram fell instantly. I had told him earlier
to always crank another round in your gun after you shoot
an animal. He reloaded and I had him stay on the animal for
a couple of minutes. Both Mike and I congratulated him on
a great shot. We relaxed a bit as Mike set up to take another
camera angle.
Just as Mike was talking to Nick, I couldn’t believe my eyes. The
ram suddenly got up and dropped over a ledge into the canyon,
with no opportunity for another shot!
Mike and I stared at each other in disbelief. In all of our hunting
experiences neither of us had seen an animal go down that hard
and for that long, and then get up with so little effect. The two
rams popped out way down the canyon. We glassed our ram,
and other than the animal’s head drooping, we could not see
blood or a damaged horn (a shot in an animal’s horn or antlers
can have a similar effect). We all felt a bit discouraged but told
Nick this happens to all hunters, no matter their experience.
We had more work to do. We took a break to sip some water and
remove outer layers due to the sun warming up the day. Staying
high, we were able to get in front of the two rams and drop down
in the canyon and were able to get set up for another shot. Our
ram was facing directly toward us. I told Nick to wait for a better
angle. When the ram turned broadside, he stood directly in
front of the other ram. Nick could not take the shot. Both rams
suddenly turned and dropped off the ridge and out of sight again.
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We spotted them at the bottom of the property slowly making
their way up another canyon. We glassed his position since we
were going to lose sight of him when we moved over to the next
canyon. We dropped down to the bottom before we found the
ram still climbing and following the other ram on a very steep
hillside. I quickly got Nick set up kneeling and shooting off a
tripod at a steep uphill angle. The ram was behind some thick
brush, unable to climb further. “Nick, he’s turning around,” I
said. “When he clears that bush, get ready for a shot”.
Nick made a great shot and put down the ram for good. He
slid down the steep hill toward us. I told Nick he won’t have to
climb up there and get him down. Nick was relieved. Chris had
also bought the youth hunt I donated at our 2019 auction, so
Nick had another animal coming. We found another ram called
a paint. Nick made a perfect shot on this animal and had his
second trophy.
Later in the morning Nick helped me skin out his first ram for a
head mount. We saw that the first shot had hit the ram at the base
of the neck just above the spine, knocking him out temporarily.
In my life I’ve had the opportunity to take an African Safari and
many other North American game. Yet my most memorable
hunting experiences have revolved around my ability to share
this knowledge with our valuable next generation of sportsmen
and women. I look forward to completing Nicks mounts so he
can start memories he will be able to pass on in the future.
Nick with chapter president Mike Rogers, shortly
after winning his hunt at the 2020 charity auction.
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Iceland Goose Hunt
with Wilt Williams

Leaving Montana in an October blizzard to fly to Iceland for a
goose shoot, might not be a priority for some folks, but it was
on Ingrid’s and my bucket lists!
I hadn’t realized how far it really was! After changing planes in
Minneapolis to Icelandic Air, flying to Reykjavik, the capitol of
Iceland, and then boarding a small bush plane to the east side
of the island, it was a major plane ride. Once we got to camp,
we were only 2 air hours away from Norway!
We had booked for three days of shooting with Dick Gunlogson,
and Bjorn Birgisson owner of the Icelandic Hunting Club, to
hunt with another ranching couple from Wyoming. We would
be going for three different subspecies of geese: the pink foot,
graylog and the barnacle goose. Iceland also has two other
subspecies of geese that are on the endangered list; plus swans,
ducks and seabirds which can be taken.
The camp was comfortable, the daily food was lamb, fish and
reindeer., the country was beautiful, the people friendly and the
environment very clean. Iceland is an independent country, with
its own language and economics. Water, tourism, fishing, sheep
and horses are its main industries, plus geothermal energy.
Reindeer were introduced from Europe some three hundred
years ago and can be hunted by non-residents on a draw basis.
Besides reindeer, there are on the northern part of the island,
polar bear, musk ox and a few arctic fox. About 1/3 to ½ of the
country is covered with permanent glaciers.
Our hunting was along the south eastern sea coast valleys. The
daily weather was wet and windy. Chest waders worked well
to keep us warm and dry. A group of sheep standing on top of a
grass covered field
Description automatically generatedDecoys were set out each
morning and our take consisted of a combination of the greylog
and barnacle geese, averaging about 35 birds per morning for
four hunters. We also took a few mallard ducks.
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The provided ammo of #2 shot, 3” shells, was made in
Chekoslovakia. I took two O/U 12 ga for Ingrid and me. The
other couple brought 12 ga, auto Benellis. We were all choked in
modified, which worked well for decoy type shooting.

We changed planes three times going and coming back but
experienced no problems with gun security, in the US or Iceland.
It seems that TSA and Customs has recently streamlined its
#4457 to the point that if the visiting country will issue and
accept one’s US issued #4457, no matter what the date is on
the form , or if it is stamped by US Customs with no expiration
date, it is valid for going and coming back into the U.S.
We highly recommend this hunt.....
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I Remember...
with Ron Wade

The San Diego Chapter continues, after 40 years, to do good
work with great leaders. As one of the Founding Members, I
find it fun and nostalgic to look back at our storied past.
I REMEMBER meeting in
Bill and Ingrid’s living room
in 1978, along with Mike
O’Haver, Ginger Byrum, Roger
Ballard, Jack Mitchel and Jim
Marinos, to meet C. J. McElroy,
the Founding Father and
Chairman Emeritus of Safari
Club International.
Roger
Ballard was selected to be the
Chapters 1st President to lead
us through our first year.
I REMEMBER our Chapter, the
next year hosting at the Atlantis
Resort, the quarterly Presidents
and Officers Board Meeting
for Safari Club International.
Quite an undertaking for a new chapter. C. J. McElroy and many
legends of the hunting world were in attendance.
I REMEMBER the Chapter, under Ron Provience’s leadership
starting the Pride Program for youth. Hundreds of kids and
adults received the Hunter Safety Certification through the
efforts of Ron, John Ehlers, Mike Barry, and Wilt Williams.
I REMEMBER our first fundraiser, at the Town & Country Hotel,
where the top prize was a chain saw. We have come a long
way. Did I mention a couple cords of oak wood?
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I REMEMBER our tours by charter bus or car caravans to
member’s trophy rooms. We traveled to Blythe, Yuma, Imperial
Valley, Laguna Beach and all over San Diego County.

I REMEMBER Ginger Byrum’s
hard work and dedication to this
chapter for many years. Secretary,
parliamentarian, motivator and
loveable drill sergeant.
I REMEMBER our chapter
making substantial donations
for education and conservation
to San Diego Zoological
Society, San Diego Natural History Museum, The World Hunting
& Conservation Congress, Environmental Education fund of San
Diego, and Anza-Borrego Desert Natural History Museum.
I
REMEMBER
in
1992
presenting Bill Poole with
the Chapter’s first and only
lifetime achievement award
and his emotional response.
I REMEMBER Lyon’s & O’Haver
Taxidermy Shop where all of
our members would drop in,
unannounced, to chat. The Lyon’s & O’Haver family and staff
were always gracious with our interruptions. They would have
retired years earlier if we had left them to their work.
I REMEMBER the Awls Program chairman, John Salyer and our
Chapter funding many teachers and students to attend at SCI’s
International’s, Granite Ranch in Wyoming. The experience for these

What’s this?

Several prominent members of the San Diego Chapter of Safari
Club International remember our past and have offered to
write a recurring column about those fond memories. It is our
hope that these stories will inspire you to continue supporting
the chapter, attend our events and join us in the future as we
make more memories. This first installment comes to us from
past president and founding member Ron Wade.
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in attendance was meaningful and in many cases, life changing.
I REMEMBER the look in the eyes of Fish and Game Wardens
when we presented them with world class Swarovski binoculars
to replace the old mediocre glasses issued by the state.
I REMEMBER an outstanding
program
featuring
Olaf
Wieghorst, famous painter
of the American West and
member of National Cowboy
and
Western
Heritage
Museum.
I REMEMBER, thanks to the
inspiration of my involvement
in the local chapter, seeing
my first African lion and Cape
buffalo in the wild.
I REMEMBER, and continue to cherish, the lifelong friendships
I have developed in the chapter and around the world. These
experiences and friendships have certainly enhanced my life.
I REMEMBER, Charlie Ryan,
President of local chapter of
Wild Turkey Federation, John
Massie and Randy Botta,
Dept. of Fish and Game and
myself releasing wild turkeys
near Ramona to reestablish
the turkey population in San
Diego County.
I REMEMBER our Chapter
donating thousands of dollars to Leon Lesicka’s Desert Wildlife
Unlimited to establish water holes across America’s deserts.
And I REMEMBER the 2020 SDSCI chapter fundraiser at
Paradise Point where our member’s children stood on our stage
and shared in the Youth Hunt Drawing, which reminded me
of one of my best memories – going on a deer hunt with my
father and shooting a forked horn.
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Information on California Bill SB 1175
What it does: SB 1175 would prohibit possession
in the state of California of the following game
species: African elephant, leopard, lion, black and
white rhino, giraffe, Jentink’s duiker, plains zebra,
mountain zebra, hippo, baboon, and hyaena. It
would also prohibit the possession of pangolin.
The bill claims that this prohibition is needed
because across Africa elephant populations
have declined 30% since 2007; lion populations
have declined 43% since 1993; and black rhino
have declined 97.6% since 1960. “In order to
address these diminishing numbers,” the bill
seeks to “reduce the demand for new trophies”
of the covered species.
In addition to prohibiting the possession of
certain game species, the bill was amended
in May to require the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife to suspend imports of
animal species that could be responsible for
transmission of diseases to humans until certain
conditions were met and would prohibit invasive
or potentially disease-causing animals from live
animal markets. SCI is not interested in these
provisions of the bill because they impact trade
in live animals, not trophies.
Current Status: This bill is not yet law. It must be
passed by both houses of the California legislature
and signed by the Governor to become law.
SB 1175 passed the California State Senate on
June 26, 2020. It now goes to the California
Assembly for consideration. If the bill passes
the California Assembly, it will go to Governor
Gavin Newsom, who will need to decide whether
to sign it into law or to veto/reject it.
In 2018, a similar bill was vetoed by thenGovernor Brown. However, the current Governor’s
willingness to enact or veto this bill is unknown.
Who supports this bill: The bill is strongly
supported by animal rights groups, including
a California organization called “Social
Compassion in Legislation” and the Center for
Biological Diversity.
Who opposes this bill: Many sportsmen’s groups
oppose the bill, including SCI. SCI has been
and remains strongly engaged at every step
to try and defeat this bill. SCI has submitted
numerous letters in opposition and engaged our
members to contact their State representatives
to oppose the bill, among other things.

The governments or wildlife authorities of
Mozambique (ANAC), Namibia (MET), Tanzania
(TAWA), Zambia (DNPW), and Zimbabwe
(ZimParks) have sent letters opposing this bill,
as well as the CAMPFIRE program in Zimbabwe
and the Namibian Association of CBNRM
Support Organisations.
The Permanent Secretary of Zimbabwe’s Ministry
of Environment, Climate, Hospitality and Tourism
Industry testified during a public hearing on this
bill before the California Committee on Natural
Resources and Water. A video of the May 26,
2020 hearing is available at https://www.senate.
ca.gov/media-archive, with the PS’s testimony
beginning at 25:40 on the video and his response
to a question beginning at 53:25.
Impact if this bill becomes law in California:
It would prohibit possession of these species
in California. For some of the species, hunters
could import them into California temporarily
but would then be required to take the trophies
out of the state within 180 days of importation
and never bring them back. It will not impact
hunters who reside in other states.
However, approximately 10% of SCI’s members
are from California, so this prohibition would
have a direct impact on the participation of U.S.
hunters in the market for these species. In turn,
that could reduce the revenues generated by
regulated hunting which support conservation,
anti-poaching, and community livelihoods in
southern and East Africa.
SCI believes that this bill is illegal with respect
to species listed under the U.S. Endangered
Species Act (ESA). The ESA does not allow U.S.
States to prohibit activities that are permitted by
the federal government under the ESA; the legal
term is that State actions are “preempted” under
U.S. federal law. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service already regulates the importation of
elephant, leopard, lion, and rhino among other
species covered by this bill. California will be
sued if the bill becomes law, and ultimately,
SCI believes that a court will find that this law
cannot apply to ESA-listed species. However,
probably six months, maybe more will likely
pass before the court could declare the law
illegal with respect to these species. In the
interim, California residents would not be able to
possess these species in California.
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Safari Club International is the
leader in protecting the freedom
to hunt and in promoting wildlife
conservation worldwide.
That’s why SCI Members
are active in more than 100
countries, and why you’ll
cherish your involvement
with SCI. SCI fights tirelessly
to protect the hunting
heritage enjoyed by 15
million Americans and
45 million families
around the globe.
To learn more about
our conservation and
outdoorsmanship
activities or to become
a member, please visit
www.sandiegosci.org

